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THE CONSTITUTION OF THE COOK ISLANDS

[PREAMBLE

IN THE HOLY NAME OF GOD, THE ALMIGHTY,
THE EVERLOVING AND THE EVERLASTING

We, the people of the Cook Islands, recognisinghiétrtage of Christian principles, Cook Islands
custom, and the rule of law, remember to keep bwdySabbath Day, being that day of the week
which, according to a person’s belief and cons@eiscthe Sabbath of the Lord.]

The Preamble was inserted by section 2 of the @atish Amendment (No. 20) Act 1997

1. Interpretation (1) In this Constitution, unless the contextesthise requires,-

"Act" means an Act of the [Parliament] of the Cdslands;

"Cabinet" means the Cabinet of Ministers of the ICIstands;

"Constitution” means this Constitution; and inclsid@y amendment thereof;

"Constitution Day" means the date appointed forchiamencement of this Constitution;
"The Cook Islands" means all islands in the Sowtifie Ocean lying between the 8th and
23rd degrees of south latitude and the 156th ardthl@egrees of longitude west of
Greenwich; and each island of the Cook Islands| $leldeemed to include all smaller
islands lying within 10 miles of the coasts thereof

["Court of Appeal” means the Court of Appeal of fieok Islands established under this
Constitution;]

[“Crown Servant” includes any person who is an eyeé of the Crown, or a director,
member or employee of any agency of the Crown or statutory or other body or
corporation substantially owned or controlled by tGrown, or a member of an Island
Council, but does not include a person who holfis@by virtue of his being a member of
Parliament;]

"Enactment” means any Act of the [Parliament] & ook Islands, any Ordinance, any
Act of Parliament of New Zealand in force in theokdslands, and any Proclamation,
order, regulation, or rule, or any Island Counaitlidance or bylaw;

"Executive Council" means the Executive Counciltleé Cook Islands established under
this Constitution;

"Existing law" means any law in force in the Coskahds immediately before Constitution
Day; and includes any enactment passed or madeeb&tmstitution Day and coming into
force on or after Constitution Day;

"High Court" means the High Court of the Cook Islamstablished under this Constitution;
[Judicial officer” means the Chief Justice or agidf the Court of Appeal or of the High
Court, or a Justice of the Peace who acts in @ipldtapacity;]

"Law" means any law for the time being in forcetie Cook Islands; and includes this
Constitution and any enactment;

"Legislative Assembly” or "Assembly" where it appean this Constitution or any other
enactment means the [Parliament] of the Cook Isi&stblished under this Constitution;
["Minister" means a Minister of the Government bktCook Islands; and includes the
Prime Minister];
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"New Zealand" means New Zealand exclusive of thekGslands;

"Ordinance” means an Ordinance of the Legislatigsembly of the Cook Islands made
before Constitution Day and continuing in forceasm after Constitution Day;
['Parliament”] means the [Parliament] of the Coddlahds established under this
Constitution, and the term "Legislative Assembdy™'Assembly" where it appears in this
Constitution or in any other enactment shall héneesame meaning;

["Prime Minister" means the Prime Minister of thed® Islands];

['Queen’'s Representative" means the representatikier Majesty the Queen in the Cook

Islands appointed under Article 3 hereof].

(2) Where under the provisions of this Constitutaory person is required to subscribe an
oath, he shall be permitted, if he so desires,ampy with that requirement by taking and
subscribing an affirmation.

(3) Where in this Constitution reference is madethe functions of any office, that
reference shall, unless the context otherwise regube construed as a reference to the functions
of that office and to any powers and authoritiest thay lawfully be exercised by, and any duties
that may be required to be performed by, the hadfiénat office.

"Act"; the word "Parliament” was substituted foretlvords "Legislative Assembly” by s.2(1) of the
Constitution Amendment (No.9) Act 1980-81 (C.1.)

"Court of Appeal”; This definition was inserted ©2(2) of the Constitution Amendment (No.9) Act
1980-81 (C.1.)

“Crown Servant”; This definition was inserted bycsen 2 of the Constitution Amendment No. 17
Act 1994-95

"Enactment”; The word "Parliament” was substituted the words "Legislative Assembly” by

S.17(4) of the Constitution Amendment (No,9) A80181 (C.1.)

"High Commissioner”; A definition of this term waspealed by s.4(2)(a) of the Constitution

Amendment (No.10) Act 1981-82 (C.1.)

“Judicial officer” This definition was inserted bsection 2 of the Constitution Amendment No. 17
Act 1994-95

"Land Appellate Court"; A definition of this terma# repealed by S.2(2) of the Constitution
Amendment (No.9) Act 1980-81 (C.1.)

"Land Court"; A definition of this term was repedldy s.2(2) of the Constitution Amendment
(N0.10) Act 1981-82 (C.1.)"Legislative Assembly™Assembly”; This definition was substituted by
s.2(3) of the Constitution Amendment (No.9) Ac018B(C.1.)

"Minister"; This definition was inserted by s.2(®&f) the Constitution Amendment (No.9) Act 1980-
81 (C.l)

"Prime Minister": This definition was inserted by &) of the Constitution Amendment (No.9) Act
1980-81 (C.1.)

"Queen's Representative"; This definition was adbtgds.4(2) of the Constitution Amendment
(No.10) Act 1980-81 (C.1.)

"To reside"; This definition was inserted by s.2¢7the Constitution Amendment (No.9) Act 1980-
81 (C.I.) and deleted by section 2 of the Consitumendment (No. 26) Act 2003
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PART |
THE GOVERNMENT OF THE COOK ISLANDS

2. The Head of StateHer Majesty the Queen in right of New Zealandlsbhe the Head of
State of the Cook Islands.

3. [The Queen's Representative in the Cook Islaridl) There shall be a representative of
Her Majesty the Queen in the Cook Islands to benknas the Queen's Representative.
(2) The Queen's Representative shall be appolntdder Majesty the Queen, and
shall hold office for a period of three years, amaly from time to time be reappointed.]

The heading preceding this Article was substitdtedhe heading "The High Commissioner of the
Cook Islands" and this Article was substituted tfoe original Article 3 by s.2 of the Constitution
Amendment (No.10) Act 1981-82 (C.1.)

The term of office of Sir Apenera Short O.B.E. waliated for the period from ¥9December
1993 to 1f' October 1994 by the Constitution Amendment (NQ. /&t 1997, which is not
reproduced in this reprint.

4. Oath of Office The [Queen's Representative] shall before assythie functions of his
office, take and subscribe before the [Chief Je}id the High Court the following oath:-

Ly, , Swear by Almighty God thawill be faithful and bear true allegiance to Her kos)
Majesty (Specify the name of the reigning Sovereagrthus: Queen Elizabeth the Second) as the
Head of State of the Cook Islands, heirs and ssotgsaccording to law, and that | will uphold the
dignity of the office of Queen's Representative] il justly and faithfully carry out my duties in
the administration of the Cook Islands in accor@anith the Constitution and the law. So help me
God.

The words "Queen's Representative" were substitdted the words "High
Commissioner” and also for the words "High Comnoigsi of the Cook Islands” by s.4(1) of the
Constitution Amendment (No.10) Act 1981-82 (C.1.)

The words "Chief Justice" were substituted fa@ wWords "Chief Judge" by s.2(a) of
the Constitution Amendment (No.7) Act 1975 (C.1.)

5. [Queen's Representative] to act on advig¢d) Except as otherwise provided in this
Constitution, the [Queen's Representative] in tiidgomance of his functions as the representative
of Her Majesty the Queen shall act on the adviceCabinet, the [Prime Minister], or the
appropriate Minister, as the case may be.

(2) If the Cabinet, the [Prime Minister], or appropriate Minister tenders advice
to the [Queen's Representative as to the perforenahany function as the representative] of Her
Majesty the Queen and if the [Queen's Represesiatives not, within 14 days after the date on
which the tendering of that advice comes to hiscepticcept that advice or take some other action
in relation thereto which he is entitled to takelenthe provisions of this Constitution or any othe
law, the [Queen's Representative] shall be deeméadve accepted that advice; and an instrument
under the hand of the Secretary of the Cabinefgoin the instruction of the [Prime Minister], to
that effect shall operate as to the performanctheffunction concerned in accordance with that
advice.
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The words "Queen's Representative" were substitisiethe words "High Commissioner” in the
heading to this Article, in subcl.(1), and in thrpkaces in subcl.(2) by s.4(1) of the Constitution
Amendment (No.10) Act 1981-82 (C.1.)

The words "Prime Minister were substituted for wnard "Premier” in subcl.(1) and in two places
in subcl.(2) by s.3(3) of the Constitution Amendniin.9) Act 1980-81 (C.1.)

6. Information to [Queen's Representativi]shall be the duty of the [Prime Minister] -
€)) To arrange for the circulation to the [Quedtépresentative] of the
copies of the agenda and minutes of Cabinet anutladr papers laid
before Cabinet at the time when they are circul&tddinisters; and
(b) To furnish such information relating to theaafé of the Cook Islands
and proposals for legislation as the [Queen's Reptative] may call
for.

The words "Queen's Representative" were substitisiethe words "High Commissioner” in the
heading to this Article and in paras (a) and (b}(&) of the Constitution Amendment (No.10) Act
1981-82 (C.1.)

The words "Prime Minister" were substituted for therd "Premier” by s.3(3) of the Constitution
Amendment (No.9) Act 1980-81 (C.1.)

[7. Deputy of the Queen's Representativ€l) Whenever the office of the Queen's
Representative is vacant or the holder of thateffs absent from the Cook Islands or is for any
reason unable to perform any functions conferredhon by law, those functions shall be
performed by the Chief Justice of the Cook Islarmisjf the Chief Justice is also for any reason
unable to act, those functions shall be performgdhle Judge of the High Court authorised by
Article 50 hereof to exercise the functions of @taef Justice.

(2) Nothing in this Article shall preclude theu€en's Representative from
performing at any time when he is absent from tbekQdslands any of the functions conferred on
him by law.

(3) No act done by the Chief Justice of the Ctab&nds, or by the Judge of the
High Court exercising the functions of the Chiestite, in the performance of any function of the
Queen's Representative shall be questioned oridiatatl on the ground that the occasion therefor
had not arisen or had ceased.]

Article 7 was substituted by s.3 of the Constitudaendment (No.10) Act 1981-82 (C.1.)
The House of Arikis of the Cook Islands

8. The House of Arikis of the Cook Islandgl) There shall be a House of Arikis
of the Cook Islands (hereinafter referred to asHbase of Arikis).

[(2) The House of Arikis shall comprise tloddwing members:-
€)) The four Arikis of the islands of Aitutaki atanuae;
(b) The three Arikis of the island of Atiu;
(c) The Ariki of the island of Mangaia;
(d) The Ariki of the Island of Manihiki;
(e)  The Ariki of the island of Rakahanga;
) The three Arikis of the island of Mauke;
(9) The three Arikis of the island of Mitiaro;
(h) The Ariki of the island of Penrhyn;
0] The Ariki of the islands of Pukapuka and Nassau




8 Constitution

() The six Arikis of the island of Rarotonga.]

(3) Repealed by 2002 No. 8

(4) Repealed by 2002 No. 8

(5) If there are for the time being not morenthiae number of Arikis prescribed by
law to be appointed as representing the grouplafds comprising the Islands of Rarotonga and
Palmerston, those Arikis shall be appointed to leenvers of the House of Arikis as representing
that group; but, if there are more than the nunsogprescribed, the [Queen's Representative] shall
appoint the Arikis for that group who are nominatedappointment in the manner prescribed by
law.

(6) Subject to the provisions of this Articldyet qualifications of Arikis, the
gualification and disqualification of members oétHouse of Arikis, and the terms and conditions
of their membership shall be as prescribed by law.

(7) If any vacancy occurs in the office of a nibemof the House of Arikis, the
vacancy shall be filled in the same manner as aoiapnent to that office, and the appointee shall
hold office for the unexpired portion of the termodfice of his predecessor.

The words "Queen's Representative" were substittdedhe words "High Commissioner” in
subclause (3), by s.4(1) of the Constitution AmemdrNo.10) Act 1981-82 (C.I.)

Subclause (2) was inserted and subclauses (3) andepealed by section 2 of the Constitution
Amendment (No. 25) Act 2002.

9. Functions of House of ArikiThe House of Ariki shall have the following furons -
€)) It shall consider such matters relative towledfare of the people of
the Cook Islands as may be submitted to it by [®aent] for its
consideration, and it shall express its opinion antbke
recommendations thereon to [Parliament]; and
(b) It shall have such other functions as maypkescribed by law.

The word "Parliament" was substituted for the woltthe Legislative Assembly"” in para (a) (in two
places) by s.6 of the Constitution Amendment (N&c®)1980-81 (C.1.)

10. Members to take Oath of AllegiancExcept for the purpose of enabling this Artitde
be complied with, no member of the House of Argimll be permitted to sit or vote therein until
he has taken and subscribed the following oathrbdfe [Queen's Representative] namely:

Ly e , Swear by Almighty God thawill be faithful and bear true allegiance to Her
(or His) Majesty (Specify the name of the reignBmyereign, as thus: Queen Elizabeth the
Second) as the Head of State of the Cook Islands (bteHis) heirs and successors,
according to law, and that | will justly and faitttiy carry out my duties as a member of the
House of Arikis of the Cook Islands. So help me God

The words "Queen's Representative” were substifoteithe words "High Commissioner” by s.4(1)
of the Constitution Amendment (N0.10) Act 1981E3R)(

11. Attendance of [Prime Minister] and othergmers at House of Arikis(1) The [Prime
Minister] may, at any time, attend and addresdtbese of Arikis.
(2) A Minister or a person appointed in that d&élby a Minister may attend the
proceedings of the House of Arikis when any mdtiemhich the Minister is responsible is under
consideration by the House.
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(3) The presiding member of the House of Arikigien in his opinion any matter
before the House makes it desirable may inviteraeynber of [Parliament] to attend meetings of
the House relating to that matter.

(4) A person attending the proceedings of theiddoof Arikis by virtue of the
provisions of subclause (2) or subclause (3) of thiticle shall be entitled to take part in the
proceedings of the House relating to the matterwbich the Minister has responsibility or in
respect of which he was invited to attend, as #senay be, as if he were a member of the House:
Provided that he shall not be entitled to votenim lHouse or any of its committees.

The words "Prime Minister" were substituted for thverd "Premier” in the heading and in
subcl.(l) by s.3(3) of the Constitution Amendmaiat9) Act 1980-81 (C.1.)

The word "Parliament” was substituted for the worttise Legislative Assembly” by s.6 of the
Constitution Amendment (No.9) Act 1980-81 (C.1.).

11A. Procedure (1) The House of Arikis shall be presided ovgrdme of its members,
who shall be elected by the members of the Housleeirmanner prescribed by law and shall hold
office for such period and subject to such condgias may be prescribed by law.

(2) The House of Arikis shall meet in Rarotongi@wech times as may be prescribed
by law:

Provided that the House of Arikis shall meet astemce in every period of 12 months.

(3) Meetings of the House of Arikis shall be suomad by the [Queen's
Representative], acting on the advice of the [Prifnaster].

(4) No business shall be transacted at any ngeetirthe House of Arikis if the
number of members present is less than 8.

(5) Subject to the provisions of this Constitatiand to the provisions of any law,
the House of Arikis may from time to time make, aheand repeal Standing Orders for the
regulation and orderly conduct of its proceedingd the dispatch of business.

(6) Subject to the provisions of this Article atwthe provisions of any law, the
House of Arikis shall determine its own procedure.

(7) The House of Arikis shall not be disqualifieat the transaction of any business
by reason of any vacancy among its members, and pangeedings therein shall be valid
notwithstanding that some person who was not edtitb do so sat or voted in the House or
otherwise took part in the proceedings.

1IB. Privileges of House of Arikis and its memdeProvision may be made by law for the
application to the House of Arikis, its members affficers, persons entitled to speak therein, and
persons publishing by or under the authority of foeise any report, paper, vote, or proceeding of
any of the provisions of any law for the time beiimg force relating to the privileges and
immunities of [Parliament], its members and offs;gpersons entitled to speak therein, and any
persons publishing by or under the authority ofljBaent] any report, paper, vote, or proceeding.

The word "Parliament” was substituted for the wottle Legislative Assembly" and also for the
words "the Assembly" by S.6 of the Constitutior#adment (No.9) Act 1980-81 (C.1.).
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PART Il
THE EXECUTIVE GOVERNMENT OF THE COOK ISLANDS

12. Executive authority(1) The executive authority of the Cook Islastiall be vested in
Her Majesty the Queen in right of New Zealand.
(2) Subject to the provisions of this Constiuati the executive authority of the
Cook Islands may be exercised on behalf of Her Mgjby the [Queen's Representative] either
directly or through officers subordinate to him.
(3) Nothing in this Article shall prevent [Pamhent] from conferring functions on
persons or authorities other than the [Queen'sdReptative].

The words "Queen's Representative” were substiforethe words "High Commissioner"” in subcls
(2) and (3) by s.4(1) of the Constitution Amendnisot10) Act 1981-82 (C.1.)

The word "Parliament” was substituted for the wo'tthe Legislative Assembly” in subcl.(3) by s.6
of the Constitution Amendment (No.9) Act 1980-8L)(C

Cabinet

13. Cabinet [(1) There shall be a Cabinet of Ministers, coisipg the Prime Minister of
the Cook Islands (who shall preside over Cabined) rrot more than 6 other Ministers, which shall
have the general direction and control of the etteelgovernment of the Cook Islands, and shall
be collectively responsible to Parliament].

(2) The [Prime Minister] shall be appointed akofws:

€)) If the appointment is to be made while [Parkath is in session, the
[Queen's Representative] shall appoint as [Primeidr] a member
of [Parliament] who commands the confidence of gontg of the
members of [Parliament].

(b) If the appointment is to be made while [Parlkent) is not in session,
the [Queen's Representative] shall appoint as Privhnister] a
member of [Parliament] who in the opinion of the ug@n's
Representative], acting in his discretion, is k&b command the
confidence of a majority of the members of [Parksutj.

(© If the appointment is to be made after a digswh of [Parliament]
and before the holding of a general election ofl[&@aent] following
that dissolution, the [Queen's Representative]l sipgdoint as [Prime
Minister] a person who was a member of [Parliaménthediately
before that dissolution and who in the opinion bé t[Queen's
Representative], acting in his discretion, is k&b command the
confidence of a majority of the persons who weremimers of
[Parliament] immediately before that dissolution;

Provided that where [Parliament] has been dissghueduant to subclause (2) of Article 37 hereof,
the [Queen's Representative] shall appoint as gPfiamister] a person who was a member of
[Parliament] immediately before that dissolutiondawho in the opinion of the [Queen's
Representative] acting in his discretion, is capabl performing the functions of the [Prime
Minister].

[(3) Five other Ministers other than the Priménigter shall be appointed by the
Queen’s Representative on the advice of the Prinmesidr. No person shall be so appointed under
this subclause unless:

(@) that person is a member of Parliament; or
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(b) if the appointment is to be made after a digswh of Parliament and
before the holding of the general election of Ramknt following that
dissolution, that person was a member of Parlianmamediately
before that dissolution; or

(© if the appointment is to be made after the imgjabf a general election
of Parliament and before the commencement of ttst $iession of
Parliament following that election, that person welected as a
member of Parliament at that election.]

[(BA) One Minister, other than the Prime Ministenay in the discretion of the
Prime Minister, be appointed by the Queen’s Remtasige on the advice of the Prime Minister
from persons other than those referred to in papw (a), (b) and (c) of subclause (3) and who
shall —
(@) be qualified for election as a member of Paréat on and for
the duration of his appointment; and
(b) be entitled to attend and address meetingsadfabent and
any committee thereof as if he were a member halt sbt be
entitled to vote on any question before Parlianjent.
(4) Appointments under the provisions of thigide shall be made by instrument
under the Seal of the Cook Islands.
(5) If any employee of the Cook Islands Pulsiervice is appointed to be a
Minister, he shall forthwith be deemed to have w@dis office as an employee of that Service.

Subclause (1) was substituted by section 2(a) efGbnstitution Amendment (No.
23) Act 1999.
The words "Prime Minister" were substituted for therd "Premier" in subcl. (2) (in six places),
by s.18(2) of the Constitution Amendment (No.9)1880-81 (C.1.).
The word "Parliament” was substituted for the wordbe Legislative Assembly" in subcls (2) (in
four places), and also for the words "the AssembtySubcls (2) (in eight places) by s.6 of the
Constitution Amendment (No.9) Act 1980-81 (C.1.).
The words "Queen's Representative” were substittdedhe words "High Commissioner” in
subcls. (2) (in seven places) by s.4(1) of the @atisn Amendment (No.10) Act 1981-82 (C.1.).
Subclause (3) was substituted by section 2(aheoConstitution Amendment (No. 23) Act 1999
Subclause 3A was inserted by section 2(b) of thestotion Amendment (No. 23) Act 1999

14. Duration of office of members of Cabing{1l) The appointment of the Prime Minister
who is in office immediately before the date of tridding of a general election of Parliament may
be terminated by the Queen's Representative aftattdte of that election and before the date of the
commencement of the first session of Parliametviohg that election if it appears to the Queen's
Representative, acting in his discretion, that Brene Minister is unlikely to command the
confidence of a majority of the members of Parliatije

(2) Repealed by section 2(b) of the ConstituAonendment (No. 15) Act 1993.
(3) The appointment of the [Prime Minister] khalso be terminated by the
[Queen's Representative]:-
€)) If the [Prime Minister] ceases to be a memlbdParliament] for any
reason other than the dissolution of [Parliameont];
(b) If [Parliament] passes a motion in express waflno confidence in
Cabinet or if Cabinet is defeated on any questioissue which the
[Prime Minister] has declared to be a questiorssué of confidence:
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Provided that, if after the passing of such motaynafter that defeat the [Prime Minister] so
requests, the [Queen's Representative], actingsidibcretion may dissolve [Parliament] instead of
terminating the appointment of the [Prime Ministen]
(c) If the [Prime Minister] resigns his office byriting under his hand
delivered to the [Queen's Representative]; or
(d) If the [Prime Minister] is absent from the Co&dtands otherwise
than on official business for a period of more til3amonths without
written authority given by the [Queen's Represé@rgtacting in his
discretion.
[(4) The office of any other Minister shall bece vacant:-
€)) if the appointment of the Prime Minister hagréerminated under
the provisions of subclauses (1) or (3) of thisdet or
(b) if the appointment of the Minister to that offiis revoked by the
Queen's Representative, acting on the advice oPthme Minister,
by instrument under the Seal of the Cook Islands; o
(c) if the Minister, being a member of Parliamargases to be a member
of Parliament for any reason other than the disgolwf Parliament;
or
(d) if the Minister, not being a member of Parliaieceases to be
gualified for election as a member of Parliament; o

(e) If the Minister resigns his office by writinghder his hand delivered
to the Queen's Representative.]

(5) Whenever, by reason of illness or of absdraa the Cook Islands, the [Prime
Minister] is temporarily prevented from performing,the Cook Islands, the functions of his office,
the [Queen's Representative] may, by instrumentwuide Seal of the Cook Islands, appoint
another Minister to perform those functions untitls time as the [Prime Minister] is capable of
again performing them or has vacated his office.

(6) The power conferred on the [Queen's Reptatea] under the provisions of
subclause (5) of this Article shall be exercisedtbg [Queen's Representative], acting in his
discretion, if in his opinion it is impracticable obtain the advice of the [Prime Minister] by reas
of the illness or absence of the [Prime Ministarjd, in any other case, shall be exercised by the
[Queen's Representative], acting on the advichef{Rrime Minister].

(7) The [Queen's Representative], acting on tivicadf the [Prime Minister], may,
by instrument under the Seal of the Cook Islands:-

€)) Declare a Minister to be by reason of ilinesaporarily incapable of
performing his functions as a Minister; or

(b) Suspend a Minister during the period of anyestigation or inquiry
into the conduct of that Minister.

(8) Any Minister in respect of whom action haeh taken under the provisions of
subclause (7) of this Article shall not perform aofythe functions of his office or sit in or
otherwise take part in the proceedings of Cabimetfdhe Executive Council until the [Queen's
Representative], acting on the advice of the [Privineister], has revoked the aforesaid instrument
under the Seal of the Cook Islands.

Subclause (1) was substituted by section 2(a)eo€Citnstitution Amendment (No. 15) Act 1993.
Subclause (2) was repealed by section 2(b) of thestitution Amendment (No. 15) Act 1993.
The words "Prime Minister" were substituted for therd "Premier" in subcl. (2) (in two places),
(3) (in seven places),(4) (8) by s.3(3) of the @auteon Amendment (No.9) Act 1980-81 (C.1.).
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The word "Parliament” was substituted for the wortlke Legislative Assembly" in subcls (1), (in
two places), (2), (3)(in three places) and (4) atgb for the words "the Assembly” in subcls (1) (3)
and (4) by s. 6 of the Constitution Amendment (Ndcd 1980-81 (C.1.).

The words "Queen's Representative” were substittdedhe words "High Commissioner” in
subcls. (1), (2), (3) (in four places), (4) (in tywtaces), (5), (6) (in three places), (7), and k&)
s.4(1) of the Constitution Amendment (No.10) A8t1182

Subclause (4) was substituted by section 3 of trest@ution Amendment (No. 23) Act 1999.

15. Official Oath- Every Minister shall, before assuming the fumas of his office, take
and subscribe before the [Queen's Representatigdbliowing oath:

[, e , being chosen and accepted as [Primeidiéir] (or a Minister) and member of
Cabinet swear by Almighty God that | will to thesb@f my judgement, at all times when
thereto required, freely give my counsel and adtacthe [Queen's Representative], for the
good management of the affairs of the Cook Islardsthat | will not directly or indirectly
reveal such matters as shall be debated in Cadntetommittee and in Executive Council
and committed to my secrecy, but that | will in @awch things be a true and faithful [Prime
Minister] (or Minister). So help me God.

The words "Prime Minister" were substituted for therd "Premier" in subcls. (1) and (2) by
s.3(3) of the Constitution Amendment (No.9) AcOD18IgC.1.).

16. Assignment of responsibilities to Ministerd) The [Prime Minister] may, by direction
in writing under his hand:-

@) Charge any Minister with the responsibility famy Department or
subject; and
(b) Revoke or vary any direction given under thevgions of this
subclause.
(2) The [Prime Minister] may retain in his chargny Department or subject.

The words "Prime Minister" were substituted for therd "Premier” (in two places) by s.3(3) of
the Constitution Amendment (No.9) Act 1980-81).JC.I
For the manner in which the Attorney-General is@pged, see the Crown Law Office Act 1980.

17. Summoning of CabinetCabinet shall be summoned only by the [Primeisfan], or
in his absence, by such Minister as the [Prime $fan] appoints in that behalf.

The words "Prime Minister" were substituted for thierd "Premier" (in two places) by s.3(3) of
the Constitution Amendment (No.9) Act 1980-81).YC.I

18. Cabinet procedure (1) Subject to the provisions of this Constitati Cabinet may
regulate its procedure (including the fixing of@qum) in such manner as it things fit.

(2) Cabinet shall not be disqualified for thensaction of business by reason of any
vacancy in the number of its members, and any pdings of Cabinet shall be valid
notwithstanding that some person who was not edtith do so sat or voted in Cabinet or otherwise
took part in the proceedings.

(3) It shall be the duty of the [Prime Ministeif the [Queen's Representative],
acting in his discretion, so requires, to submitthee consideration of Cabinet any matter on which
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a decision has been taken by a Minister (includiveg[Prime Minister]) but which has not been
considered by Cabinet.

(4) A decision of Cabinet shall be recorded inutes, which shall, under the hand
of the Secretary of the Cabinet, be communicatetieddQueen’'s Representative) within 48 hours
of the making of the decision or, if the decisismone to which paragraph (c) of subclause (1) of
Article 19 hereof applies, within 24 hours of thaking of the decision.

(5) A decision of Cabinet shall not take effextept under the provisions of Article
19 hereof.

The words "Prime Minister" were substituted for therd "Premier” (in two places) by s.3(3) of
the Constitution Amendment (No.9) Act 1980-81).JC.I

The words "Queen's Representative” were substittdedhe words "High Commissioner” in
subcls. (3) and (4) by s.4(1) of the ConstitutioneAdment (No.10) Act 1981-82 (C.1.).

19. When decision of Cabinet takes effe(t) A decision of Cabinet shall take effect:-

@) On its approval by the [Queen's Represenfat@aing in his
discretion; or

(b) On the expiry of 4 days after the date of theision, unless a
meeting of the Executive Council is sooner held eunthe
provisions of Article 25 hereof; or

(© If the issue involved in the decision is, inetlpinion of
Cabinet, of extreme urgency, on the expiry of 2sdafyer the
date of the decision, unless a meeting of the Bkeru
Council is sooner held under the provisions of deti25
hereof; or

(d) Under the provisions of Article 25 hereof.

(2) For the purposes of paragraphs (b) andf(subclause (1) of this Article, the
date of a decision of Cabinet shall be the datevbith the minutes in which the decision is
recorded are communicated to the [Queen's Repets@&jtunder the provisions of subclause (4)
of Article 18 hereof.

(3) An instrument under the hand of the Secyeté the Cabinet certifying that a
decision of Cabinet has taken effect shall be amiek evidence that that decision has taken effect.

The words "Queen's Representative” were substittdedhe words "High Commissioner” in
subcls.(l) and (2) by s.4(1) of the Constitutioneswhment (No.10) Act 1981-82 (C.1.)

[20. Secretary to the CabinetfThere shall be a Secretary to the Cabinet, wiadl e
appointed in such manner as shall be prescribeschy

Article 20 was substituted (in substitution for ttiaserted by s.4 of the Constitution Amendment
(N0.9) Act 1980-81) by s. 3 of the Constitution Admeent No.17 Act 1994-95

21. One Minister may act for anothein this Constitution and in every enactment, gsle
the context otherwise requires, words directingmpowering any Minister to do any act or thing,
or otherwise applying to him by his title of officeclude any other Minister acting for, or, if the
office is vacant, in the place of that first-mengo Minister, and also his successors in thateffic
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The Executive Council

22. Executive CouncH (1) There shall be an Executive Council of tlmkIslands, which
shall consist of:-

(@) The [Queen's Representative]; and
(b) The members of Cabinet.

(2) No business shall be transacted at any ngeefithe Executive Council unless
there are present the [Queen's Representativedtaedst 3 members of Cabinet or, if there are for
the time being only 4 members of Cabinet, unlessettare present the [Queen's Representative]
and at least 2 members of Cabinet.

(3) Subject to the provisions of this Constitotidhe Executive Council may
regulate its procedure in such manner as it thiilbks

The words "Queen's Representative” were substittdedhe words "High Commissioner” in
subcls(l) and (2) (in two places) by s.4(1) of tBenstitution Amendment (No.10) Act 1981-82
(C.I)

23. Clerk of the Executive CouneillThe Secretary to the Cabinet shall also be teek®f
the Executive Council.

24. Meetings of Executive CouneilThe Executive Council shall be summoned onlyiey
[Queen's Representative], acting in his discretioryy the [Prime Minister].

The words "Queen's Representative” were substittdedhe words "High Commissioner” in
subcl.(3) by s.4(1) of the Constitution Amendmint10) Act 1981-82 (C.1.).

The words "Prime Minister" were substituted for therd "Premier” by s.3(3) of the Constitution
Amendment (No.9) Act 1980-81 (C.1.).

25. Consideration of Cabinet decisions by Exe@euCouncil- (1) A meeting of the
Executive Council may be summoned to consider atystbn recorded in the minutes of a Cabinet
meeting.

(2) If at a meeting of the Executive Council theammoned the [Queen's
Representative], acting in his discretion, conaarthe decision concerned, that decision shall take
effect as a decision of Cabinet.

(3) If at a meeting of the Executive Council gshgummoned the [Queen's
Representative], acting in his discretion, doesaooicur in the decision concerned or requests any
amendment thereto, Cabinet shall thereupon be smednander the provisions of Article 17
hereof and requested to reconsider that decision.

(4) If Cabinet after that reconsideration reafB its original decision or accepts the
amendment requested by the [Queen's Representdheepriginal decision or the decision as so
amended, as the case may be, shall forthwith tii&et@s a decision of Cabinet.

(5) If Cabinet, after the reconsideration adaogptdecision which incorporates an
amendment to its original decision, other than amermdment requested by the [Queen's
Representative], the decision as so amended ghetthte as a new decision of Cabinet to which the
provisions of subclauses (4) and (5) of ArticlenB8eof shall apply.

The words "Queen's Representative" were substifotetthe words "High Commissioner" in subcls
(2), (3), (4) and (5) by s.4(1) of the Constitutdamendment (No.10) Act 1981-82 (C.1.)
The Seal of the Cook Islands
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26. Seal of the Cook Islandg1) There shall be a Public Seal of the Cooknid&a(in the
Constitution referred to as the Seal of the Codénl$s), to be in such form or forms as the
Executive Council from time to time approves.

(2) The Seal shall be in the custody of the [@igeRepresentative].

(3) The Seal may be used by the [Queen's Repegse) for the authentication of
any public document in relation to the governmdrthe Cook Islands or for the execution of any
document required by law to be executed under da & the Cook Islands.

(4) Judicial notice shall be taken of the SeallirCaurts in the Cook Islands and in
New Zealand (including Niue and the Tokelau Islands

The words "Queen's Representative" were substifotetthe words "High Commissioner" in subcls
(2) and (3) by s.4(1) of the Constitution Amendn{isot10) Act 1981-82 (C.1.).

[PART Il
THE PARLIAMENT OF THE COOK ISLANDS]

[27. The Parliament of the Cook Islandd) There shall be a sovereign Parliament fer th
Cook Islands, to be called the Parliament of thekdslands.

[(2) Parliament shall consist of [24] membersbé&oelected by secret ballot under a
system of universal suffrage by the electors offtllewing islands or groups of islands or areas
and in the following numbers:-]

@) The Island of Aitutaki and the Islands of Maauwad Te-Au-0-Tu, 3
members, being 1 member for each of the 3 constitas together
comprising those islands, having the names anddaoigs set out in
Part | of the First Schedule to this Constitution;

(b) The Island of Atiu, 2 members, being 1 memioe each of the 2

constituencies having the names and boundariesuteh Part IV of the First Schedule to this
Constitution;

(© The Island of Mangaia, 3 members, being Inber for each of the 3
constituencies having the names and boundariesutet Part 11l of the First Schedule to this
Constitution;

(d) The Island of Manihiki, 1 member;

(e) The Island of Mauke, 1 member;

() The Island of Mitiaro, 1 member;

(9) The Island of Penrhyn, 1 member;

(h) The Island of Pukapuka and the Island ofddasl1 member;

) The Island of Rakahanga, 1 member;

()] [The Island of Rarotonga and the Island of Rafston, 10 members,
being 1 member for each of the 10 constituencigsth@r comprising
those islands, having the names and boundariesusen Part Il of
the First Schedule to this Constitution;]

[(k) deleted]

(3) Subject to this Article and Articles 28 [aB8B] hereof, the qualifications and
disqualification of electors and candidates, thedenof electing members of Parliament, and the
terms and conditions of their membership shalldprascribed by Act.

In subsection (1), the number “24” was substituted the number “25” by section 3(a) of the
Constitution Amendment (No.26) Act 2003.

Subclause (2) of this Article was substituted lntiee 3 of the Constitution Amendment (No. 14)
Act 1991.
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In subsection (2), paragraph (k) was deleted byGdhstitution Amendment (No. 26) Act 2003
Paragraph (j) of subclause (2) was substituted dxtien 3(2) of the Constitution Amendment (No.
14) Act 1991.

In subsection (3), the words “28A, 28B, 28C and 28&re deleted and “28B” substituted by
section 3(a) of the Constitution Amendment (NoA26)2003.

[28. Qualification of electors (1) No person shall be qualified to be an eleéto the
election of a Member of Parliament, unless -

(@) The person is a Cook Islander (as defined idemnprescribing the
gualifications of electors), a New Zealand citizerhas the status of
a permanent resident of the Cook Islands (as peovidr by Article
76A); and

(b) The person has at some time resided continuaushe Cook Islands
for a period of not less than 12 months.

(2) A person who meets the qualifications impdsgdubclause (1) (or re-qualifies
under subclause (3)) is disqualified from being edector for the election of a member of
Parliament if the person is subsequently absent tiee Cook Islands for a continuous period of 3
months or more.

3) A person disqualified under subsection gBall re-qualify to be an elector
for the election of a member of Parliament if tleegon returns to the Cook Islands and at any time
thereafter remains in the Cook Islands for a camirs period of not less than 3 months.

4) The following shall not be regarded or trelates a period of absence from
the Cook Islands for the purposes of subclause (2)

€)) Any continuous period not exceeding 4 yearsisjy a person
outside the Cook Islands for the purpose of -
0] receiving education, technical training, or techhic
instruction; or
(i) receiving medical treatment;
(b)  Any period spent by a person outside the Cook dsas —
0] a member of a Cook Islands diplomatic or consular
mission; or
(i) a spouse, partner, or member of the household of a
person referred to in subparagraph (i) of this
paragraph.

5) Nothing in this Article limits the provisiong any law prescribing additional
gualifications to be (or additional disqualificate from being) an elector for the election of a
member of Parliament, insofar as the law is notomsestent with any provision of this
Constitution.]

Article 28 was substituted for the former Articl®@ By section 4 of the Constitution Amendment
(No.26) Act 2003.

[2BA. Repealed by s. 5, Constitution Amendment (No. 262@03
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[28B. Qualification of candidates(1) Notwithstanding anything in subclause (2)tlus
Article, a person shall not be qualified to be adidate at an election of members of Parliament if-

@) He is not an elector duly enroled pursuanh&grovisions of an Act
of Parliament; or

(b) He has been adjudicated bankrupt within the nimga of the
bankruptcy laws in force in the Cook Islands (wleethefore or after
the commencement of this Article), unless he haaiobéd an order
of discharge; or

(c) He has been convicted (whether before or #fecommencement of
this Article) of any of the offences specified iarPl of the Second
Schedule to this Constitution;

(d) He has been convicted (whether before or #ftecommencement of
this Article) of any of the offences specified iarPIl of the Second
Schedule to this Constitution, unless a period gears has elapsed
from the date of his conviction;

[(e) Heis a Crown servant or a judicial offiger

(2) Subject to subclause (1) of this Article:-

@) Every person enrolled as an elector of any tdolescy shall be
capable of being elected as a member for that ito@sty or for any
other constituency;

(b) In the case of any by-election of any constitye a person shall be
capable of being elected as a member for that itoesty if he was
enrolled as an elector on the roll of any constityeat the preceding
general election, and at the time of nominatiol ptissesses the
gualifications to be enrolled as an elector.

[(3) Notwithstanding the definitions of “Crownrsant” and “Judicial officer” in
Article 1 of this Constitution, and subclausesdfdl (2) of this Article, an Act may —

(@) add to or delete from those definitions, args€ or classes of
persons;

(b) provide for further disqualifications or disdjfiaations of
candidates.]

Paragraph (e) of subclause (1) was inserted byi@eet(a) of the Constitution Amendment (No.17)

Act 1994-95
Subclause (3) was inserted by section 4(b) of thesttution Amendment Act (No.17) Act 1994-95

[28C. Repealed by s.5, Constitution Amendment (No. 262003
[28D. Repealed by s.5, Constitution Amendment (No. 262@G3

29. Meetings of Parliament(1) Parliament shall meet at such places arsi times as
the [[Queen's Representative] from time to timeacamis in that behalf:- Provided that Parliament
shall meet not later than 90 days after the holdihg general election and at least once in every
year thereafter, so that a period of 12 monthsl sh@l intervene between the last sitting of
Parliament in one session and the first sittingabkin the next session.

(2) Notwithstanding anything contained in subsk&gl) of this Article, Parliament
shall not meet after the holding of a general @acuntil all election petitions filed in the High
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Court in respect of that election have been finddyermined [[by the High Court at first instance
or have been withdrawn or dismissed for want ospooition]].

The words "Queen's Representative” were substittdedhe words "High Commissioner” in
subcl.(l) by s.4(1) of the Constitution Amendma#iat. {0) Act 1981-82 (C.I)).

The words in double square brackets in subcl.(2eveelded by s.3 of the Constitution Amendment
(No.11) Act 1982 (C.1.).

[30. Members to take Oath of Allegianc&xcept for the purposes of enabling this Article
to be complied with and for the election of a Spgako member of Parliament shall be permitted
to sit or vote therein until he has taken and sulbsd the following oath before the Speaker of
Parliament namely:

Ly , Swear by Almighty Godath will be faithful and bear true allegiance to
Her (or His) Majesty (Specify the name of the raignSovereign, as thus: Queen Elizabeth
the Second) as the Head of State of the Cook Is]afdr (or His) heirs and successors,
according to law and that | will justly and faitfifucarry out my duties as a member of
Parliament of the Cook Islands. So help me God.

[31. The Speaker of Parliamentl) Parliament shall, immediately when it finseets after
a general election and as soon as possible afiervacancy occurs in the office of Speaker
otherwise than by reason of a dissolution of Paudiat, and before it proceeds to the dispatch of
any other business, elect a person (not being &tdim to be Speaker of Parliament.

[(2) The person who shall be elected Speakerapligent and no other, shall be
the person nominated by the Prime Minister or,héré is no Prime Minister, the member of
Parliament who commands or is likely to commandadbefidence of a majority of the members of
Parliament.

(2A) The person nominated under subclause (2)meagither —
(a) a member of Parliament who is not a Mimjste
(b) a person who is not a Member of Parliamenthéttperson is
qualified to be a member of Parliament.]

(3) Before a person who has been elecphl&r enters upon the duties of his
office, he shall, unless he has already done sacaordance with Article 30 hereof, take and
subscribe before the [[Queen's Representative]l(at of Allegiance prescribed in that Article
substituting the word "Speaker" for the words "amwber" where they appear in that oath.

(4) The salary of the Speaker shall be deterthiog enactment, and shall be
charged on the Cook Islands Government Account.

Subclauses (2) and (2A) were substituted and iededspectively by section 2 of the Constitution
Amendment (No. 24) Act 2001

The words "Queen's Representative” were substittdedhe words "High Commissioner” in
subcl.(3) by s.4(1) of the Constitution Amendmiot10) Act 1981-82 (C.1.).

[32. Tenure of office of Speakeihe Speaker may at any time resign his officevhting
under his hand addressed to the Clerk of Parligna@adtshall vacate his office -
(@) On the dissolution of Parliament next falilog his election;

or
(b) If he becomes a Minister; or
(© If, being a member of Parliament at the tinfidnis election,
he ceases to be a member; or
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(d) If, not being a member of Parliament at thaetiof his
election, he ceases to be qualified for electioa aember; or

[(e) If Parliament passes a resolution supportethbyotes of not
less than a majority of all members (including vazes)
requiring the Speaker’s removal from office.]

Paragraph (e) was substituted by section 3 ofGbastitution Amendment (No. 24) Act 2001

[33. Deputy Speaker (1) Parliament may elect a member of Parliameat, being the
Speaker or a Minister, to be Deputy Speaker.
(2) The Deputy Speaker may at any time resigrofiise by writing under his hand
addressed to the Clerk of Parliament, and shaliteduis office -
(@) On the dissolution of Parliament next followihig election;

or
(b) If he ceases to be a member of Parlianoent;
(c) If he becomes a Minister; or
(d) If he is elected Speaker; or
[(e) If Parliament passes a resolution supportethbyotes of not
less than a majority of all the members (includiagancies)
requiring the Speaker’s removal from office.]
(3) Subject to the provisions of this Constaatiand of the Standing Orders of
Parliament, the functions conferred by this Constin or those Standing Orders upon the Speaker
shall, if there is no person holding the officeSyfeaker or if the Speaker is absent from the Cook
Islands or is otherwise unable to perform thosetions, be performed by the Deputy Speaker.

Paragraph (e) of subclause (2) was inserted byicecet of the Constitution Amendment (No. 24)
Act 2001

[34. Procedure (1) The Speaker, or in his absence the Depuéalsr, shall preside over
sittings of Parliament. In the absence from anyngitof both the Speaker and Deputy Speaker, the
members present shall choose one of their numlr feing a Minister) to preside over that
sitting.

(2) Subject to the provisions of Article 41 hafreand of subclause (3) of this
Article, every question before Parliament shall dexided by a majority of the votes of the
members present.

[(3) The person presiding over a sitting of Ranlent shall —

(@) if the person is a member, have a deliberatvte, and in
case of an equality of votes, have a casting vote;

(b) if the person is not a member shall have arggsote only in
the case of an equality of votes.]

(4) No business shall be transacted at anyngitf Parliament if the number of
members present (excluding the Speaker if he isralver) is less than 12.

(5) Subject to the provisions of this Constiuati Parliament may from time to time
make, amend, and repeal Standing Orders for thdatgn and orderly conduct of its proceedings
and the dispatch of business.

(6) Parliament shall not be disqualified for th@nsaction of business by reason of
any vacancy among its members including any vacatyfilled at a general election, and any
proceedings therein shall be valid notwithstandive some person who was not entitled to do so
sat or voted in Parliament or otherwise took pathe proceedings.
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Subclause (3) was inserted by section 5 of the t@otgn Amendment (No. 24) Act 2001.

[35. Languages (1) All debates and discussions in Parliameiadldte conducted in the
Maori language as spoken in Rarotonga and aldeeifEhglish language.

(2) Every Bill introduced into Parliament and gveéAct shall be in the Maori
language as spoken in Rarotonga and also in thissBrignguage.

Provided that Parliament may, by resolution, deteenthat any Bill or Act shall be in the English
language only.

(3) The records of proceedings in Parliameninaommittees thereof shall be in
the English language, and such of those recordarasspecified in the Standing Orders of
Parliament shall also be in the Maori languagepaken in Rarotonga.

(4) Where there is any conflict between the Maersion and the English version
of any Bill or Act or of any such record, the Emsgliversion shall prevail.

[36. Privileges of Parliament and of its membe(&) The validity of any proceedings in
Parliament or in any committee thereof shall nogbestioned in any Court.

(2) No officer or member or Speaker of Parliaima whom powers are vested for
the regulation of procedure or the conduct of bessnor the maintenance of order shall in relation
to the exercise by him of any of those powers ligestito the jurisdiction of any Court.

(3) No member or Speaker of Parliament and niegoeentitled to speak therein
shall be liable to any proceedings in any Courespect of anything said or any vote given by him
in Parliament or in any committee thereof.

(4) No person shall be liable to any proceedimgany Court in respect of the
publication by or under the authority of Parliamehany report, paper, vote or proceeding.

(5) Subject to the provisions of this Artictbe privileges of Parliament and of the
committees thereof, and the privileges of memberd the Speaker of Parliament and of the
persons entitled to speak therein may be deternbgektt;

Provided that no such privilege of Parliament oraofy committee thereof may extend to the
imposition of a fine or to committal to prison foontempt or otherwise, unless provision is made
by enactment for the trial and punishment of thes@e concerned by the High Court.

[37. Prorogation and dissolution of Parliamefit) The [[Queen's Representative]] may at
any time, by notice published in the Cook Islandg&ite, prorogue Parliament.

(2) If at any time the office of [[Prime Minisigris vacant, the [[Queen's
Representative]] shall by notice published in tlmmKClslands Gazette, dissolve Parliament as soon
as he is satisfied, acting in his discretion, thatasonable period has elapsed since that offase w
last vacated and that there is no member of Paglidnvho commands the confidence of a majority
of the members.

(3) The [[Queen's Representative]] may at amyetfiby notice published in the
Cook Islands Gazette, dissolve Parliament if hadgised by the [[Prime Minister]] to do so, but
shall not be obliged to act in this respect in adance with the advice of the [[Prime Minister]]
unless the [[Queen's Representative]] is satisfamting in his discretion, that in tendering that
advice the [[Prime Minister]] commands the confidenof a majority of the members of
Parliament.

(4) Notwithstanding anything in the foregoingyisions of this Article, Parliament
shall not be prorogued or dissolved before alltelat petitions filed in the High Court in respect
of the last preceding general election of membax® libeen finally determined [[by the High Court
at first instance or have been withdrawn or disedd®r want of prosecution]].
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[(5) The Queen's Representative shall dissolsidment at the expiration of 4
years from the date of the last preceding gendedtien, if Parliament has not sooner been
dissolved.]

(6) There shall be a general election of the b of Parliament at such a time
within 3 months after every dissolution of Parliarhas the [[Queen's Representative]] appoints by
notice published in the Cook Islands Gazette.

[[(7) (&) No Bill repealing or amending or maogdifg or extending subclause (5) of
this Article or this subclause or making any praisinconsistent with any provision of the said
subclause (5) or this subclause shall be deemleavi® been passed by Parliament, unless -

(1) At both the final vote thereon and the votegeding that final
vote it receives the affirmative vote of not lesart two-thirds
of the total membership (including vacanciespafliament;
and

(i)  There is an interval of not less than 90 dhgsween the date
on which that final vote was taken and the datevbith the
preceding vote was taken; and

[[(b) No such Bill shall be presented to the §@n's Representative] for his
assent, unless -

) It has been passed by Parliament in accordamte the
foregoing provisions of this subclause; and

(i) It has been submitted to a poll, conducted anmanner
prescribed by law, of the persons who are entitedote as
electors at a general election of members of Fadrd; and

(i) It has been supported by not less than thicds of the valid
votes cast in such a poll; and

(iv) It is accompanied by a certificate under thand of the
Speaker to that effect]].

The words "Queen's Representative" were substifotetthe words "High Commissioner" in subcls
(1), (2), (3) (in two places) and(6) by s.4(1) loé tConstitution Amendment (No.10) Act 1981-82
(C.1).

The words in square brackets were added to subdby4s.4(a) of the Constitution Amendment
(No.11) Act 1982 (C.1.).

Subcl. (5), having been agreed to at a nationaénefdum held on ™ September 2004, was
substituted by section 2 of the Constitution AmemdniNo. 27) Act and reduced the term of
Parliament from 5 to 4 years.

Subcl.(7) was added by s.4(b) of the ConstitutimeAdment (No.11) Act 1982 (C.1.).

[38. Clerk of Parliament(1) There shall be a Clerk of Parliament.
(2) The Clerk shall keep a record of the proaegsliof Parliament and shall transmit
a copy of those records to the [[Queen's Repreegliaas soon as possible.

The words "Queen's Representative" were substittdedhe words "High Commissioner” in
subcl.(2) by s.4(1) of the Constitution Amendmiot10) Act 1981-82 (C.1.).

[39. Power to make laws (1) Subject to the provisions of this Constiati Parliament
may make laws (to be known as Acts) for the peaoger, and good government of the Cook
Islands.

(2) The powers of Parliament shall extend to rieking of laws having extra-
territorial operation.
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(3) Without limiting the generality of the poweonferred by subclause (1) of this
Article to make laws for the peace, order and ggodernment of the Cook Islands, that power
shall, subject to the provisions of this Constantiinclude the repeal or revocation or amendment
or maodification or extension, in relation to the dRolslands, of any law in force in the Cook
Islands.

(4) Except to the extent to which it is incatent with this Constitution, no Act
and no provision of any Act shall be deemed to iealid solely on the ground that it is
inconsistent with any law in force in the Cook rada.

[[(5) For the avoidance of doubt, it is herat®clared that the power conferred on
the Legislative Assembly of the Cook Islands byidet 39 of this Constitution (as originally
enacted) to make laws for the peace, order, and gowernment of the Cook Islands always
conferred on that Assembly power to make laws rtbstanding anything in Article 46 of this
Constitution (as originally enacted), declaringtthay specified Act of the Parliament of New
Zealand or any regulations, rules, or order unaegr Act of that Parliament should extend to the
Cook Islands as part of the law of the Cook Isldinds

Subcl.(5) was added by s.7 of the Constitution Almemt (No.10) Act 1981-82 (C.1.).

[40. No property to be taken compulsorily witheompensation (1) No property shall be
taken possession of compulsorily, and no right amreinterest in any property shall be acquired
compulsorily, except under the law, which itselfadren read with any other law -

€)) Requires the payment within a reasonable tiofe adequate
compensation therefor; and

(b) Gives to any person claiming that compensatanght of access, for
the determination of his interest in the propentyg dahe amount of
compensation, to the High Court; and

(© Gives to any party to proceedings in the Highurt relating to such a
claim the same rights of appeal as are accordeerginto parties to
civil proceedings in that Court sitting as a Couwft original
jurisdiction.

(2) Nothing in this Article shall be construed &fgeting any general law,-

@) For the imposition or enforcement of any, tate or duty; or

(b) For the imposition of penalties or forfeitures breach of the law,
whether under civil process or after convictioranfoffence; or

(© Relating to leases, tenancies, mortgages, ebahills of sale, or any
other rights or obligations arising out of conteaair

(d) Relating to the vesting and administrationted property of persons
adjudged bankrupt or otherwise declared insolveftjnfants or
persons suffering under some physical or mentabbdisy, of
deceased persons, and of companies, other corpboaties and
unincorporated societies, in the course of beingmnaup; or

(e) Relating to the execution of judgments ateos of Courts; or

() Providing for the taking of possession of prdapewhich is in a
dangerous state or is injurious to the health oh&m beings, plants,
or animals; or

(9) Relating to trusts and trustees; or

(h) Relating to the limitation of actions; or

) Relating to property vested in statutorypmmations; or

() Relating to the temporary taking of possessibproperty for the
purposes of any examination, investigation, or ingur
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(k) Providing for the carrying out of work on lafal the purpose of soil
conservation for the protection of water catchnsepas].

[41. Power of Legislative Assembly to repeal oread this Constitution (1) Subject to
the provisions of subclause (2) of this Article, Bdl repealing or amending or modifying or
extending this Constitution or any provision théreomaking any provision inconsistent with any
provision of this Constitution shall be deemed &wdnbeen passed by the Assembly, unless -

@) At both the final vote thereon and the votecpding that final vote it
receives the affirmative votes of not less than-tinals of the total
membership (including vacancies) of the [Parliajemtd

(b) There is an interval of not less than 90 dagsveen the date on
which that final vote was taken and the date onctvhihe preceding
vote was taken;-

and no such Bill shall be presented to the [Que&®presentative] for assent unless it is
accompanied by a certificate under the hand oSiieaker to that effect.

(2) No Bill repealing or amending or modifying extending any of the provisions
of sections 2 to 6 of the Cook Islands Constitu#hah 1964 or Article 2 of this Constitution or this
Article or making any provision inconsistent withyaof those provisions shall be submitted to the
[Queen's Representative] for his assent, unless -

@ It has been passed by the [Parliament] in decme with the
provisions of subclause (1) of this Article; and

(b) It has been submitted to a poll, conducted maaner prescribed by
law, of the persons who are entitled to vote astete at a general
election of members of the [Parliament]; and

(© It has been supported by not less than twalshaf the valid votes
cast in such a poll; and

(d) It is accompanied by a certificate under thachaf the Speaker to
that effect.

The name of the Legislative Assembly of the Cdakds was changed to the Parliament of
the Cook Islands by s.5 of the Constitution Amemndr{’do.9) Act 1980-81, and the functions of
that Assembly are now performed by Parliament.

The functions of the High Commissioner are nowqgoered by the Queen's Representative
pursuant to sections 2 and 4 of the ConstitutioreAdment (No.10) Act 1981-82 (C.1.).

[42. Introduction of Bills, etc, into Parliament Subject to the provisions of this
Constitution and of the Standing Orders of Parliatnany member of Parliament may introduce
any Bill or propose any motion or debate in or presany petition to Parliament, and the same
shall be considered and disposed of in accordaitbetie Standing Orders.

[43. Restrictions with regard to financial measuréxcept upon the recommendation of
the [[Queen’s Representative]], Parliament shall no
(@ Proceed upon any Bill (including an amendmerd Bill) that, in the
opinion of the person presiding, makes provision &y of the
following purposes:
(1) For the imposition or alteration of taxatjar
(i) For the imposition of any charge upon the Cooknidta
Government Account or any other public fund or aettoor
for the alteration of any such charge otherwisa thaway of
reduction; or
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(i)  For the payment, issue, or withdrawal fronet@ook Islands
Government Account or from any other public fund or
account of any money not charged thereon or amgase in
the amount of such a payment, issue, or withdrawal,

(iv)  For the composition or remission of any dehtedto the
Crown.

(b) Proceed upon any motion (including any amendrteea motion) the
effect of which, in the opinion of the person pdasgy, would be to
make provision for any of those purposes:

(c) Receive any petition that, in the opinion o€ therson presiding,
requests that provision be made for any of thospgses.

The words "Queen's Representative" were substifotethe words "High Commissioner” by s.4(1)
of the Constitution Amendment (No.10) Act 1981€3R)(

[44. Assent to Bills by [Queen's Representativi]) No Bill shall become law until it has
been passed by Parliament and has been assetgthto[[Queen's Representative]].

(2) Whenever any Bill which has been passed djidPent is presented to the
[[Queen's Representative]] for his assent, the s Representative]] shall, acting on the advice
of the [[Prime Minister]] declare that he assewtshte Bill or that he refuses his assent to thé Bil
Provided that the [[Queen's Representative]], gatiris discretion, may summon a meeting of the
Executive Council, to be held within 14 days atfiee Bill is presented to him for his assent to
consider amendments to the Bill proposed by himooconsider whether he should refuse his
assent to the Bill.

(3) If at a meeting of the Executive Councilgsraummoned the Executive Council
decides that the Bill should be returned to Pamiainfor consideration of the amendments
proposed or, as the case may be, that the [[QuBeprsesentative]] should refuse his assent to the
Bill, the [[Queen’s Representative]] shall, by Megs -

€)) Return the Bill with the amendments proposedP#rliament for
reconsideration by Parliament; or as the case raay b
(b) Return the Bill to Parliament for reconsatern by Parliament.

(4) If at a meeting of the Executive Councilglsummoned the Executive Council
decides that the Bill should not be returned toli&aent for consideration of the amendments
proposed or, as the case may be, that the [[QuBepesentative]] should not refuse his assent to
the Bill, he shall declare that he assents to the B

(5) Where any Bill is returned to Parliament enthe provisions of paragraph (a)
of subclause (3) of this Article, and the Bill igaan passed by Parliament with the amendments
proposed, but with no other amendments, or in dhe fin which it was originally presented to the
[[Queen's Representative]] for his assent, therenmie Bill is again presented to the [[Queen's
Representative]] for his assent, he shall declatlie assents to the Bill.

(6) Where any Bill is returned to Parliament enthe provisions of paragraph (b)
of subclause (3) of this Article, and the Bill igaén passed by Parliament in the form in which it
was originally presented to the [[Queen's Represiee{] for assent, he shall declare that he
assents to the Bill.

(7) Where any Bill is returned to Parliament e@nthe provisions of this Article and
the Bill is again passed by Parliament with any @aneents other than amendments proposed
under the provisions of this Article, then, where tBill is again presented to the [[Queen's
Representative]] for his assent, the foregoing igioms of this Article shall apply with respect to
the Bill as if it had not previously been presentethe [[Queen's Representative]] for his assent.
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(8) A Bill assented to by the [[Queen's Repréatare]] as herein provided shall be
known as an Act of Parliament.

The words "Queen's Representative” were substifotethe words "High Commissioner"” in subcls
(1), (2) (in three places), (3) (in two places)), @) (in two places), (6), (7) (in two placeshda(8)
by s.4(1) of the Constitution Amendment (No.10)1881-82 (C.1.).

[45. Commencement of ActsEvery Act shall come into operation either oe thay on
which the Bill is assented to, or any other datbdther earlier or later than the date on whick it i
assented to) specified in that behalf in the Aat different dates may be so specified in respkect o
different provisions of the Act.

[46. New Zealand Parliament not to legislatetf@ Cook Islands Except as provided by
Act of the Parliament of the Cook Islands, no Actd no provision of any Act, of the Parliament of
New Zealand passed after the commencement of thidedshall extend or be deemed to extend to
the Cook Islands as part of the law of the Cocknids. ]

Part Ill was substituted for the original Part Ilexcept Article 41) by s.5 of the Constitution
Amendment (No.9) Act 1980-81 (C.l.). The origindicke 41 was not repealed by that section, and
continues in force.

As to the continuation in force of Acts of the Ramlent of New Zealand that, pursuant to the
original Article 46, were in force in the Cook Islds immediately before the date of the
commencement of the Constitution Amendment (Na@t9)980-81 (C.l.) and of regulations made
by the Governor-General in Council that, pursuaatthe original Article 88, were in force
immediately before that date, see s.22 of thatgos.

[PART IV]
[THE JUDICIARY]

[The High Court of the Cook Islands]

[47. High Court established(1) There shall be a Court of record, to beechlhe High
Court of the Cook Islands, for the administratidfustice throughout those islands.

(2) Except as provided in this Constitution grléaw, the High Court shall have all
such jurisdiction (both civil jurisdiction, incluag jurisdiction in relation to land, and criminal
jurisdiction) as may be necessary to administetatwen force in the Cook Islands.

(3) There shall be 3 Divisions of the High Comamely -

(a) A Civil Division;
(b) A Criminal Division;
(c) A Land Division.

(4) A Judge of the High Court may exercise ahghe jurisdiction and powers of a
Judge of any Division.

(5) Nothing in this Article shall prevent a Jadgf any Division from exercising
any of the powers of a Judge of the High Court, teor not in his capacity as a Judge of that
Division.

(6) Subject to the foregoing provisions of tAricle and to Article 48 hereof, each
Judge of the High Court, or any 2 or more Judges, im any part of the Cook Islands and at any
time or place, exercise all the powers of the Higlurt.]



Constitution 27

[48. Jurisdiction of Divisions of the High Cour{1) Each Division of the High Court shall
hear and determine -

(@) Such proceedings as are, under or by virtuengfenactment, to be
heard and determined by that Division;

(b) Such other proceedings as may from time to t@eletermined by
the Chief Justice, either generally or in any jgattir proceedings or
classes of proceedings.

(2) Subject to subclause (3) of this Articlee thand Division shall have all the
jurisdiction and powers in relation to land thatmediately before the commencement of this
Article were conferred on the Land Court of the Kdslands, and shall have such other
jurisdiction as may be conferred on it by enactment

[(3) Notwithstanding anything in this Part orRart IVA, and in recognition of the
customs and traditions of the people of those adamhe Land Division shall not exercise any
jurisdiction or power in relation to land or chigtiitles in any of the islands of Mangaia, Mitiaro
and Pukapuka, and such other islands as may beripexs by Act, provided that no such Act shall
be introduced to Parliament except with the conséithe Aronga Mana of the island to which it
relates.]

[(4) Where on any island to which subclausea®lies, jurisdiction or power in
relation to any land or chiefly titles is exercisadaccordance with the customs and usages of that
island, the exercise of that jurisdiction or powhall be final and binding on all persons affected
thereby and shall not be questioned in any Coudvof]

Subsection (3) was substituted by section 5 o€thestitution Amendment (No.17) Act 1994-95
Subsection (4) was added by section 5 of the Gotisti Amendment (N0.17) Act 1994-95

[49. Judges of the High Cowri(1) The High Court shall consist of 1 or morelges, each
of whom shall be appointed under the provisionthisf Constitution.
(2) If only 1 Judge is so appointed, he shallthe Chief Justice of the Cook
Islands, but if more than 1 Judge is appointed,airtbem shall be appointed as the Chief Justice
of the Cook Islands.
(3) A person shall not be qualified for appoient as a Judge of the High Court
under this Article, unless -
(@) He holds or has held office as a Judge of tigh KCourt of New
Zealand or of the Supreme Court of New Zealandfdh® Court of
Appeal of New Zealand or an equivalent office iry ather part of
the Commonwealth or in a designated country; or
(b) He has been in practice as a barrister in Nealahd or in any other
part of the Commonwealth or in a designated courdrypartly in
New Zealand and partly in any other part of the @mmwealth or in
a designated country, for a period of, or periog®uanting in the
aggregate to, not less than 7 years.
(4) The [[Queen's Representative]], acting is dliscretion, may declare to be a
designated country for the purposes of this Artetg country which in his opinion has a legal
system similar to that existing in New Zealand.]

The words "Queen's Representative” were substittdedhe words "High Commissioner” in
subcl.4 by s.4(1) of the Constitution Amendmentl(Ya\ct 1981-82 (C.1.).

[50. Acting Chief Justice of the High Cour{l) Where any vacancy exists in the office of
Chief Justice of the High Court or the Chief Justaf the High Court is absent from the Cook
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Islands, or is, by reason of iliness or any cadberadhan absence from the Cook Islands, unable to
perform the office or exercise any function of Ghiestice of the High Court, the senior other
Judge of the High Court for the time being in theok Islands may perform that office or exercise
that function until a Chief Justice of the High @oig appointed, or, as the case may be the Chief
Justice of the High Court resumes that office @reises that function.

[51. Acting Judge of the High Couwt(1) The [[Queen's Representative]], acting oa th
advice of the Chief Justice and the Minister otidaes may appoint any person who is qualified for
appointment as a Judge of the High Court to aet &sdge of the High Court, if there is no Judge
of the High Court for the time being in the Coolaigls or, by reason of illness or other cause,
there is no Judge of the High Court available to ac

(2) Any appointment made under this Article mayrevoked at any time by the
[[Queen's Representative]], acting on the adviceefChief Justice.]

The words "Queen's Representative" were substifotetthe words "High Commissioner" in subcls
(1) and (2) by s.4(1) of the Constitution Amendn{isot10) Act 1981-82 (C.1.).

Appointment, Tenure of Office and Salaries of Judgs

[52. Appointment of JudgesThe Chief Justice and other Judges of the HighrCshall be
appointed as follows:-
€)) The Chief Justice of the High Court shall bepapted by the
[[Queen's Representative]], acting on the advicehaf Executive
Council tendered by the Prime Minister.
(b) The other Judges of the High Court shall beoagpd by the
[[Queen's Representative]], acting on the advicethef Executive
Council tendered by the Chief Justice of the Higbu€ and the
Minister of Justice.]

The words "Queen's Representative" were substifoteithe words "High Commissioner” in paras
(a) and (b) by s.4(1) of the Constitution Amendnilint10) Act 1981-82 (C.1.).

[53. Tenure of office of Judges(1l) Except in the case of an appointment madkeun
subclause (2) of this Article, no person who hairéd the age of 70 years shall be appointed to or
continue to hold office as the Chief Justice oeothudge of the High Court.

(2) Any person of any age who does not residéhén Cook Islands and who is
gualified for appointment may be appointed to haffice as the Chief Justice or other Judge of the
High Court for a term of not more than 3 years, imaty be reappointed for one or more further
terms, being in each case a term of not more thaeas.

(3) Nothing done by the Chief Justice or othedgduof the High Court in the
performance of his functions shall be deemed tobalid by reason only that he has reached the
age at which he is required by this Article toneetr that his term has expired, as the case may be

(4) The Chief Justice or any other Judge of tighHCourt may resign his office by
writing under his hand addressed to the [[Queeajz&sentative]].

The words "Queen's Representative” were substittdedhe words "High Commissioner” in
subcl.(4) by s.4(1) of the Constitution Amendmiint10) Act 1981-82 (C.1.).

[54. Removal of Judge from office(1) The Chief Justice or any other Judge ofHirgh
Court, other than a Judge appointed under the gions of Article 51 hereof, may be removed
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from office by the [[Queen's Representative]] ofdy inability to discharge the functions of his
office (whether arising from infirmity of body orimd or from any other cause) or misbehaviour,
and shall not be so removed unless the questioenadval of the Chief Justice or other Judge from
office has been referred to a tribunal appointedieursubclause (2) of this Article and that tribunal
has recommended that the Chief Justice or othegeJbeé removed from office for inability as
aforesaid or misbehaviour.

(2) If the Prime Minister advises the [[QuedR&presentative]] that the question of
removing from office the Chief Justice or any otldeidge of the High Court for inability as
aforesaid or misbehaviour ought to be investigatesh -

@) The [[Queen's Representative]] shall appoititbaunal consisting of
a chairman and 2 other members; and

(b) The tribunal shall inquire into the matter argport on the facts
thereof to the [[Queen's Representative]] and regend to the
[[Queen's Representative]] whether or not the Chigdtice or other
Judges should be removed from office; and

(c) If the tribunal recommends that the Chief Jgstir other Judge be so
removed, the [[Queen's Representative]] shall, byrant, revoke the
appointment of the Chief Justice or other Judg¢h@sase may be.

(3) No person shall be qualified for appointmasta member of a tribunal under
this Article unless he is qualified for appointmest a Judge of the High Court under Article 49
hereof.

(4) No business shall be transacted by a tebappointed under this Article unless
all 3 members are present, and all questions peapfus decision by the tribunal shall be decided
by the votes of a majority of those members.

(5) Subject to this Article, the tribunal shaétermine its own procedure.

(6) If the question of removing from office tdnief Justice or any other Judge of
the High Court has been referred to a tribunal usdbclause (2) of this Article -

@) The [[Queen's Representative]], acting on ttieice of the Prime
Minister, may suspend the Chief Justice or othedgdufrom
performing the functions of his office for a periofll month;

(b) If the decision of the tribunal has not beeregibefore the expiration
of that period, the [[Queen’s Representative]jingcbn the advice of
the Executive Council tendered to him by the Privhaister, may
suspend the Chief Justice or other Judge from penig the
functions of his office for a further period of lonth.

(7) Any such suspension may be at any time redvokg the [[Queen's
Representative]], acting on the advice of the Priiaister in the case of a suspension under
paragraph (a) of subclause (6) of this Article andhe advice of the Executive Council in the case
of a suspension under paragraph (b) of that subelaand shall in any case cease to have effect if
the tribunal -

(@) Before the expiration of the total period o§pgension, recommends
to the [[Queen's Representative]] that the Chisfide or other Judge
be not removed from office; or

(b) Does not, before the expiration of the totatique of suspension,
recommend to the [[Queen's Representative]] tleaCthief Justice or
other Judge be removed from office.

The words "Queen's Representative” were substifotethe words "High Commissioner"” in subcls
(2); (2) (in five places), (6) (in two places), a(@ (in three places) by s.4(1) of the Constitutio
Amendment (No.10) Act 1981-82 (C.1.).
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[55. Salaries of Judgeq1) The salaries of the Chief Justice and otleilgés of the High
Court shall be determined by Act, and shall be gbéion the Cook Islands Government account.
(2) The salaries of those Judges shall not b@nished during their period of
office, unless as part of a general reduction ta#r&ss applied proportionately to all persons whose
salaries are determined by enactment.

Court of Appeal

[56. Court of Appeal establishedl) There shall be a Court of Appeal of the Ctadands,
which shall be a superior Court of record.

(2) Subject to Articles 57 and 58 hereof, thegasdof the Court of Appeal shall be -

(@) A Judge of the Court of Appeal of New Zealan@ @erson who has
held office as a Judge of that Court, or a Judgid@fHigh Court of
New Zealand, to be appointed by the [[Queen's Reptative]]
acting on the advice of the Executive Council teadeo him by the
Prime Minister; and

(b) The Chief Justice and other Judges of thgi iiourt; and

(© Such other persons, possessing the qualifitstiprescribed by
subclause (3) of this Article, as may from timetitne be appointed
by the [[Queen's Representative]] acting on theicadwf the
Executive Council tendered to him by the Prime [gliei.

(3) No person shall be qualified for appointtnas a Judge of the Court of Appeal
under paragraph (c) of subclause (2) of this Aaticinless he is qualified under Article 49 hereof t
be appointed as a Judge of the High Court.

(4) The Judge of the Court of Appeal of New Zed| or, as the case may be, the
person who has held office as a Judge of that Goue Judge of the High Court of New Zealand
who is a member of the Court of Appeal of the Ctsdinds, shall be the President of the Court of
Appeal of the Cook Islands, but in his absenceChief Justice of the High Court, if present, shall
preside, but if the Chief Justice is also absdm,Judge present who is highest in seniority shall
preside.

(5) Judges of the Court of Appeal shall takei@éy according to the respective
dates of their first appointment as Judges, wheth#re High Court or of the Court of Appeal or of
any Court in any place outside the Cook Islands.

(6) An appointment under paragraph (c) of sus#a(2) of this Article shall be for
a period of time or for the trial or hearing of omemore particular causes or matters, as may be
specified in the instrument of appointment.

The words "Queen's Representative' were substifoteithe words "High Commissioner” in paras
(a) and (c) of subcl.(2) by s.4(1) of the ConsitmutAmendment (No.10) Act 1981-82 (C.1.).

[57. Number of Judges(1) Any 3 Judges of the Court of Appeal may e all the
powers of the Court:
Provided that the Court may have its judgment @eéid by any one of its members who is
also a Judge of the High Court, and, if there ismch member, then through the Registrar
of the Court of Appeal.
(2) The judgment of the Court of Appeal shallih@ccordance with the opinion of
the majority of the Judges present.]
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[58. Judges not to sit on appeals from own degisiA Judge of the Court of Appeal shall
not sit on the hearing of an appeal from any denisnade by him or by a Court on which he sat as
a member.]

[59. Determination of Court of Appeal(1l) Except as provided in subclause (2) of this
Article, the determination of the Court of AppebhbB be final, and there shall be no appeal to the
High Court of New Zealand or to the Court of AppeaNew Zealand from any judgment of the
Court of Appeal of the Cook Islands.

(2) There shall be a right of appeal to Majesty the Queen in Council, with the leave
of the Court of Appeal, or, if such leave is refiliseith the leave of Her Majesty the Queen in
Council, from judgments of the Court of Appeal utk cases and subject to such conditions as are
prescribed by Act.]

[60. Jurisdiction of Court of Appeafl) Subject to the provisions of this Constitatithe
Court of Appeal shall have jurisdiction to hear atedermine any appeal from a judgment of the
High Court.

(2) Subject to the provisions of this Constiatiand except where under any Act a
judgment of the High Court is declared to be firsal,appeal shall lie to the Court of Appeal from a
judgment of the High Court -

@ As of right, if the High Court certifies thahe case involves a
substantial question of law as to the interpretato effect of any
provision of this Constitution;

(b) As of right, from any conviction by the High @® in the exercise of
its criminal jurisdiction whereby the appellant Haeen sentenced to
death or to imprisonment for life or for a term egding 6 months or
to a fine of not less than $200 and from any s@etienice (not being
a sentence fixed by law);

(c) As of right, when the matter in dispute on #ppeal amounts to or is
of the value of $400 or upwards;

(d) As of right, from any judgment of the High Counvolving any
guestion as to the interpretation or applicationeffiect of any
provision of Part IVA of this Constitution.

(e) With the leave of the High Court in any othese, if in the opinion
of that Court the question involved in the appesabne which by
reason of its general or public importance, orhef imagnitude of the
interest affected, or for any other reason, oughtet submitted to the
Court of Appeal for decision.

[(3) Notwithstanding anything in subclause (2)hus Article, and subject to such
limitations as may be prescribed by Act, the Cafihppeal may in any case in which it thinks fit
and at any time, grant special leave to appeahdab Court from any judgment of the High Court,
subject to such conditions as to security for castsotherwise as the Court of Appeal thinks fit.]

(4) In this Article the term "judgment” includesy judgment, decree, order, writ,
declaration, conviction, sentence, or other deteaton.]

Subclause (3) of Article 60 was substituted byi@e& of the Constitution Amendment (No. 16) Act
1993-94.

[61. Transmission of order of Court of Appealhe determination of the Court of Appeal
on any appeal from the High Court shall be transaito the Registrar of the High Court by the
Registrar of the Court of Appeal under the sealthef Court of Appeal, and judgment shall
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thereupon be entered by the High Court in conformatth that determination, or such other
proceedings by way of a new trial or otherwise Ishaltaken in the High Court as are required by
that determination.

Justices of the Peace

[62. Justices of the Peac¢l) The [[Queen's Representative]], acting amdbvice of the
Executive Council tendered to him by the Ministedastice, may appoint Justices of the Peace for
the Cook Islands, who shall hold office for suaméias may be prescribed in their warrants of
appointment and may be paid such remuneration gbmarescribed by enactment.

[(2) Every Justice of the Peace (whether appdifiefore or after the coming into
force of this subclause) shall cease to act indécijal capacity before becoming a candidate for
election to Parliament, but such ceasing to acll sioa otherwise affect that person’s status as a
Justice of the Peace.]

(3) An Act shall prescribe the jurisdiction apdwers of Justices of the Peace
appointed under this Article and for an appealiéad the High Court from a final judgment of a
Justice of the Peace.

(4) A Justice of the Peace for the Cook Islestul not be removed from office as
such, except by the [[Queen's Representativei@oin the advice of the Chief Justice.

(5) In [[subclause (3)]] of this Article the ter‘judgment” includes any judgment,
decree, order, writ, declaration, conviction, seoé or other determination.

Subclause (2) was inserted by section 6 of the t@otisn Amendment (No. 17) Act 1994-95,
which came into force on the"30une 1995.

The words "Queen's Representative" were substifotetthe words "High Commissioner" in subcls
(1) and (4) by s.4(1) of the Constitution Amendn{isot10) Act 1981-82 (C.1.).

The words "subclause (3)" were substituted forvloeds "subclause (2)" by s.8 of theConstitution
Amendment (No.10) Act 1981-82 (C.1.).

Oath of Allegiance and Judicial Oath

[63. Oath of Allegiance and Judicial Oatfil) Every Judge of the Court of Appeal who is
not a Judge of the Court of Appeal of New Zealanafothe High Court of New Zealand or a
Judge of the High Court of the Cook Islands andevestice of the Peace for the Cook Islands,
shall, as soon as may be after his acceptancefiokofake and subscribe before the [[Queen's
Representative]] the following oaths:
(a) An Oath of Allegiance in the following form

e , Swear by Almighty Gduat | will be faithful and be true
allegiance to Her (or His) Majesty [Specify the maraf the reigning

Sovereign as thus: Queen Elizabeth the Secondhealead of State of the
Cook Islands, Her (or His) heirs, and successarsaccordance with the
Constitution and the law. So help me God:

(b) The Judicial Oath in the following form -

Ly , Swear by Almighty Gdldat | will well and truly serve
Her (or His) Majesty (Specify as above) as the Heh&tate of the Cook
Islands, Her (or His) heirs, and successors, inoraemce with the
Constitution and the law, in the office of.........; and | will do right to all
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manner of people, without fear or favour, affectammill will. So help me
God.

(2) If any person mentioned in this Article dees or neglects, when the oaths
required to be taken by him under this Article duty tendered, to take those oaths, he shall if he
has already entered on his office vacate the same,if he has not entered on the same be
disqualified from entering on the same; but no @ershall be compelled in respect of the same
appointment to the same office to take any oathertiman once:

Provided that no proceedings before any such persgnbe questioned in any Court solely on the
ground that that person failed to take the oathsgribed by this Article.

The words "Queen's Representative" were substittdedhe words "High Commissioner” in
subcl.(1) by s.4(1) of the Constitution Amendnidot10) Act 1981 (C.1.).

Part IV was substituted for the original Part IV By7 of the Constitution Amendment (No.9) Act
1981-82.

[PART IVA
FUNDAMENTAL HUMAN RIGHTS AND FREEDOMS]

[64. Fundamental human rights and freedeifiy It is hereby recognised and declared that
in the Cook Islands there exist, and shall contitmexist, without discrimination by reason of
race, national origin, colour, religion, opiniorelief, or sex, the following fundamental human
rights and freedoms:

(@) The right of the individual to life, libertynd security of the
person, and the right not to be deprived thereakepik in
accordance with law;

(b) The right of the individual to equality befotlee law and to
the protection of the law;

(c) The right of the individual to own property atite right not
to be deprived thereof except in accordance with la
Providedthat nothing in this paragraph or in Article 40tlois
Constitution shall be construed as limiting the povof
Parliament to prohibit or restrict by Act the abdion of
Native land (as defined in section 2(1) of the Cdsllands
Act 1915 of the Parliament of New Zealand);

(d) Freedom of thought, conscience, and @&hgi

(e) Freedom of speech and expression;

() Freedom of peaceful assembly and assoaiati

(2) It is hereby recognised and declared thatyeperson has duties to others, and
accordingly is subject in the exercise of his rigand freedoms to such limitations as are imposed
by any enactment or rule of law for the time beimdorce, for protecting the rights and freedoms
of others or in the interests of public safety,esrdr morals, the general welfare, or the secufity
the Cook Islands.

[65. Construction of law (1) Subject to subclause (2) of this Article dandsubclause (2)
of Article 64 hereof, every enactment shall be @astrued and applied as not to abrogate, abridge,
or infringe or to authorise the abrogation, abridget, or infringement of any of the rights or
freedoms recognised and declared by subclausef(®rtwle 64 hereof, and in particular no
enactment shall be construed or applied so as to -
€)) Authorise or effect the arbitrary detentionpnmonment, or
exile of any person; or
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(b) Impose or authorise the imposition on any pexsocruel and
unusual treatment or punishment; or
(c) Deprive any person who is arrested or dethr
(1) Of the right to be informed promptly of tleet or omission
for which he is arrested or detained, unless iinigracticable to do so or unless the reason for the
arrest or detention is obvious in the circumstanoes
(i) Of the right, wherever practicable to retaimda
instruct a barrister or solicitor without delay; or
(i) Of the right to apply, by himself or by anyther
person on his behalf, for a writ of habeas corpars f
the determination of the validity of his detenti@amd
to be released if his detention is not lawful; or
(d) Deprive any person of the right to a fair hegyi in
accordance with the principles of fundamental gestfor the
determination of his rights and obligations befang tribunal
or authority having a duty to act judicially; or
(e) Deprive any person charged with an offencénefright to be
presumed innocent until he is proved guilty acaogdio law
in a fair and public hearing by an independent mmolartial
tribunal; or
() Deprive any person charged with an offencehd tight to
reasonable bail, except for just cause; or
(9) Authorise the conviction of any person of arffence except
for the breach of a law in force at the time of #x or
omission; or
(h) Authorise the imposition on any person convct any
offence of a penalty heavier than that which migdwe been
imposed under the law in force at the time of tommission
of the offence.

(2) Every enactment, and every provision thersléll be deemed remedial,
whether its immediate purpose is to direct the gahanything that the enacting authority deems
to be for the public good, or to prevent or purtisé doing of anything it deems contrary to the
public good, and shall accordingly receive suchr, fdarge, and liberal construction and
interpretation as will best ensure the attainm¢ot {he object] of the enactment or provision
thereof according to its true intent, meaning guidts

(3) In this Article the term "enactment” inclidany Act of the Parliament of
England or the Parliament of Great Britain or tlaliBment of the United Kingdom, being an Act
in force in the Cook Islands, and any regulatioite rorder, or other instrument made thereunder.

The words "of the object" were inserted in subglh s.9 of the Constitution Amendment (No.10 )
Act 1981 (C.1.).

[66. Saving- Nothing in this Part of this Constitution shéthit or affect any right or
freedom, not specified in this Part, that may exighe Cook Islands at the commencement of this
Part.]

Part IVA was inserted by s.8 of the ConstitutioreAdment (No.9) 1980-81 (C.1.).
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[PART IVB
CUSTOM

66A. Custom- (1) In addition to its powers to make laws parguto Article 39,
Parliament may make laws recognising or givingafte custom and usage.

(2) In exercising its powers pursuant to thisiddet Parliament shall have particular
regard to the customs, traditions, usages, anaésalfithe indigenous people of the Cook Islands.

(3) Until such time as an Act otherwise providesstom and usage shall have
effect as part of the law of the Cook Islands, ed that this subclause shall not apply in respect
of any custom, tradition, usage or value that r&j o the extent that it is, inconsistent with a
provision of this Constitution or of any other etmaent.

(4) For the purposes of this Constitution, théenmm of the Aronga Mana of the
island or vaka to which a custom, tradition or eatalates, as to matters relating to and concerning
custom, tradition, usage or the existence, extenapplication of custom, shall be final and
conclusive and shall not be questioned in any aoiuew.]

Part IVB was inserted by section 7 of the ConstituAmendment (No.17) Act 1994-95.

PART V
THE PUBLIC REVENUES OF THE COOK ISLANDS

67. Public Funds There shall be a Cook Islands Government Accamut such other
public funds or accounts as may be provided by law.

68. Restriction on taxationNo taxation shall be imposed except by law.

69. Public revenue All taxes and other revenues and money raisececgived by the
Government of the Cook Islands shall be paid iht® €ook Islands Government Account unless
required or permitted by law to be paid into anyeotpublic fund or account.

70. Revenue and expenditure of Cook Islands Gwwent Account- [(1) All expenditure
from the Cook Islands Government Account, or framy ather public fund or account shall be in
accordance with an Appropriation Act unless othsewauthorised or permitted by any other
enactment.

(2) An appropriation provision for a specific purposelt make reference to any
anticipated income in relation to that purpose @r@damount appropriated shall
be the nett amount.

(3) The Minister responsible for Finance, witke tconcurrence of Cabinet, or,
where any enactment so provides, the Executive €llpunay approve the expenditure of such
sums as he or it considers necessary -

(@) in anticipation of provision to be made in appfopriation Act for
any financial year:
Provided that the total amount issued and paichinfanancial year
shall not exceed the unexpended balance of the votdhe
Appropriation Act (or Acts) for the preceding firaal year together
with an amount equal to three-twelfths of that yote
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(b)  when during the period between the passing ofdkeAppropriation
Act for any financial year and the end of that yitas desirable that
money should be expended in excess of or withoet phior
appropriation of Parliament:

Provided that:

0] the total mount of all sums issued and paid shatll n
exceed a one and one-half percent (1 %2 %) of tla¢ to
amount of all sums appropriated by the Approprratio
Act or Acts for that year; and

(i) in such case the Public Expenditure Review
Committee  shall investigate and make a
recommendation to the Minister of Finance who may
direct that any amount paid to any Government
Department or Crown Agency in accordance with
paragraph (b) be repaid to the Cook Islands
Government Account out of any appropriation in any
following year.]

[(BA). The Audit Office shall, in the last Semsiof Parliament before the date on
which a general election of Parliament is requitedbe held, forward to the Speaker for
presentation to Parliament a separate report yiregiany expenditure made in any financial year
that is in excess of the limits prescribed by sabsé (3) of this Article or by any other enactment
and has not been reported in any report previopsigented pursuant to this subclause, and
Parliament may by Act validate the whole or anyt pathat expenditure.]

(4) A statement of the unauthorised expenditune any financial year shall be
included in the accounts for that year laid bef@agliament.

(5) Subject to the foregoing provisions of thistiéle, the collection, receipt,
custody, banking, issue, expenditure, care, andagement of money credited or to be credited to
the Cook Islands Government Account or to any ogtlalic fund or account shall be as prescribed
by enactment.

Subclauses (1), (2) and (3) were inserted by se@iof the Constitution Amendment (No. 22) Act
1997.
Subcl.(3A) was inserted by s.9(1) of the ConstituBmendment(No.9) Act 1980-81

71. Audit - (1) The Audit Office of [the Cook Islands] shdlé the auditor of the Cook
Islands Government Account and of all other puhilieds or accounts, and of the accounts of all
Departments and offices of executive government @nduch other public, statutory, or local
authorities or bodies as may be provided by law.

(2) The Audit Office shall, at least once anngalflorward to the Speaker of
[Parliament] for presentation to [Parliament] aaontaining such information as is required to
be submitted by any enactment, together with sdlsranformation relating to the Cook Islands
Government Account or other funds or accounts whiatler this Constitution or under any other
enactment are required to be audited by the Auffit®as that Office considers desirable.

[(3) There shall be established by enactment hli®UExpenditure Committee
comprising a chairperson appointed by the Ministdfinance and other members whose numbers
and manner of appointment shall be prescribed hiy Ac

[(4) The Act referred to in subclause (3) ofstiirticle shall provide to the Public
Expenditure Committee sufficient powers to investsy expenditure from the Cook Islands
Government Account and other public funds or act®oh executive government and such other
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public statutory or local authorities or bodiesnagy be prescribed by law, and shall have such
other functions, duties, powers, and responsigditis shall be provided by enactment.]

Subclauses (3) and (4) were substituted by se@iohthe Constitution Amendment (No.18) Act
1995-96

The words "the Cook Islands” in subclause (1) werestituted for the words "New Zealand" by
section 4(1) of the Constitution Amendment (NoAbt)1991.

The word "Parliament” was substituted for the wottle Legislative Assembly" and also for the
words "the Assembly™ in subcl.(2) by s.6 of thegibution Amendment (No.9) Act 1980-81 (C.1.).
Subclauses (3) and (4) were added by section 4(2)eoConstitution Amendment (No. 14) Act
1992.

[PART VI
THE COOK ISLANDS PUBLIC SERVICE

72. The Cook Islands Public Servieg1) There shall be a Cook Islands Public Service,
which shall comprise such persons in the servicth@fGovernment of the Cook Islands as may
from time to time be prescribed by law.

(2) An Act shall provide for the administratiand regulation of the Cook Islands
Public Service including without limitation, the@pntment, terms of service, disciplinary control,
termination of appointment, and dismissal of mersharthe Public Service, and different such
provisions may be made in respect of differentsgdasof members of the Public Service.

73. _Public Service Commissioner(l) There shall be a Public Service Commissioner

appointed by the Queen's Representative on thead¥ithe Prime Minister.

(2) No person shall be appointed to be or to menthe Public Service
Commissioner if he is or becomes a member of Paeld.

(3) The Public Service Commissioner shall ndtllooncurrently any other office in
the Cook Islands Public Service.

(4) The actions of the Public Service Commissioshall not be invalidated in
consequence of the subsequent discovery of soreetdeith regard to his appointment.

(5) The Public Service Commissioner shall bel gaich remuneration by way of
salary and allowances as may from time to timedierchined by Cabinet.

(6) The procedure to be followed by the Pul3ervice Commissioner | the
exercise of his functions, and the delegation &f gfowers and functions may be prescribed by
enactment.

[74. Term of Office of the Public Service Comnmser - (1) The Public Service
Commissioner shall be appointed for a term as sleatletermined by Cabinet and may from time
to time be re-appointed.

(2) The Public Service Commissioner may at ametresign his office by writing
under his hand addressed to the Prime Minister.

(3) The Queen’s Representative, acting on thecadf the Prime Minister, may
suspend or remove the Public Service Commissiaoner dffice for disability, bankruptcy, neglect
of duty, breach of the terms of his appointmenmaconduct.

(4) The Public Service Commissioner shall haweh functions as are prescribed

by Act.
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75. Staff of Queen's Representati &) Except as provided in subclause (2) of #riscle,
the appointment, terms of service, disciplinarytomntermination of appointment, and dismissal
of staff of the Queen's Representative shall beéersator the Queen's Representative, acting in his
discretion.

(2) The Queen's Representative, if he so desinay appoint to his staff such
employees of the Cook Islands Public Service ambg select, acting in his discretion but after
consultation with the Prime Minister, from a listhgected by the Public Service Commissioner;
and the provisions of subclause (1) of this Artiggcept so far as they relate to appointment) shal
apply in relation to a person so appointed in respé¢ his service on the staff of the Queen's
Representative but not in respect of his servicanasmployee of the Cook Islands Public Service.

Note: In the original Article 75(2), the word “sulitted” was used instead of “subjected”. It is
suggested that “subjected” may be a typographicedre

76. Board of Appeal (1) There shall be a Cook Islands Public Serdoard of Appeal,
which shall consist of -

(@) The Chief Justice of the High Court;

(b) One person, being an employee or former emplafethe
Cook Islands Public Service, to be appointed by hald
office at the pleasure of, the Queen's Represegatatting on
the advice of the Prime Minister.

(c) One person, being an employee or former emplafethe
Cook Islands Public Service, to be elected by theleyees
of that Service or nominated by an organisationthafse
employees, and to hold office for a period of 3rgea

(2) The Chief Justice shall be Chairman of tioard of Appeal.

(3) In the absence of the Chief Justice from sitting of the Board of Appeal, any
other Judge of the High Court nominated by himhegitgenerally or in any particular case, may
attend the sitting in his stead, and while so ditegnshall be Chairman of the Board of Appeal.

(4) In the absence of the Chief Justice or otheiige nominated pursuant to
subclause (3), the person for the time being hgldiffice as Ombudsman may attend the sitting |
his stead and while so acting shall be ChairmaheBoard of Appeal.

(5) An Act,-

(a) shall prescribe whether or not the person to beiapgd under
the provisions of paragraph (c) of subclause (lthaf Article is
to be elected or nominated and the manner of tleatien or
nomination;

(b) May provide for the appointment of deputies dot for
members of the Board of Appeal appointed under the
provisions of paragraph (b) or paragraph (c) ofctase (1)
of this Article;

(c) Shall prescribe the jurisdiction of the BoafdAppeal to hear
and determine appeals;

(d) Shall prescribe the procedure of the Badréppeal.

(6) Subject to the provisions of any Act, theaBb of Appeal shall determine its
own procedure.]

Part VI was inserted by section 8 of the ConstituAmendment (No. 17) Act 1994-95.
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PART VIA
[MISCELLANEOUS PROVISIONS

[76A. Persons entitled to permanent residen€t) A person shall have the status of a
permanent resident of the Cook Islands if he was rothe Cook Islands, and,-

€)) Either or both of his parents had the status pérmanent resident of
the Cook Islands at the date of his birth; or

(b) In the case of a child who was born after thatld of his father to a
mother who did not have that status at the datairdi of the child,
his father had that status at the date of his ceath

(© He was adopted by a person who was at theadatdoption had that
status.

(2) Any person may apply, pursuant to the provisiof an Act of Parliament, for a
certificate granting to him the status of a pernmhmesident of the Cook Islands.

(3) An Act may -

€)) Prescribe the qualifications to be held by as@e to whom
subclauses (2) of this Article applies who is apliaant for such a
certificate, and the circumstance in which such amplicant is
disqualified from being granted such a certificatel

(b) Prescribe the conditions subject to which sactertificate may be g
ranted to a person to whom subclause (2) ofAHisle applies; and

(c) Confer on a Minister a discretion to grant eiuse such a certificate
to a person to whom subclause (2) of this Artigples; and

(d) Prescribe the circumstances in which such #ficate granted may
be revoked:

[(e) Prescribe the number of permanent resideaddicates that may for
the time being, be in effect.]

Provided that any certificate granted may onlydsked by a Judge of the High Court.

(4) Notwithstanding any of the provisions ofstiirticle, the Minister Responsible
for Immigration may cancel any certificate granikethe person to whom the certificate relates is
absent from the Cook Islands continuously for agaeexceeding three years in circumstances
indicating that the person has ceased to makeodnmehn the Cook Islands.

(5) Nothing in this Article shall affect the &ia as a permanent resident of the Cook
Islands of any person holding that status pursteatite Entry, Residence, and Departure Act 1971-
72, immediately before the commencement of thischet

Paragraph (e) of Subclause (3) was added by se@tiohthe Constitution Amendment (No. 19) Act
1995-96.

[76B. The Prerogative of Mercy and Pardohhe Prerogative of Mercy and Pardon shall
be exercised by the [[Queen's Representative]jn@qiursuant to a resolution of Parliament,
provided that any such resolution must receivestiygport of not less than two-thirds of the total
membership (including vacancies) of Parliament.

The words "Queen's Representative" were substifotethe words "High Commissioner” by s.4(1)
of the Constitution Amendment (No.10) Act 1981€3R)(
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[76C. The Cook Islands Ensigril) The Cook Islands Ensign shall be the flagcdbed in
the Third Schedule to this Constitution.
(2) The Cook Islands Ensign is hereby declacetid the recognised flag of the
Cook Islands.
(3) Provision may be made by enactment preswibihe circumstances in which
and the conditions subject to which the Cook Istaktisign may be flown, and prohibiting the
defacing of the ensign by placing any sign, reprden or letter thereon.

[76D. National anthem of the Cook Island§€l) The anthem entitled "Te Atua Mou E"
shall be the national anthem of the Cook Islands.
(2) The words of the national anthem shall beetsout in the Fourth Schedule to
this Constitution.]

This Part VIA was inserted by s.13 of the ConstituAmendment (No.9) Act 1980-81 (C.1.).

PART Vi
TRANSITIONAL PROVISIONS

77. Existing law to continueSubject to the provisions of this Constitution,-

(a) The existing law shall, until repealed, and jscibto any
amendment thereof, continue in force on and after
Constitution Day;

(b) All rights, obligations, and liabilities arigin under the
existing law shall continue to exist on and aftem&litution
Day, and shall be recognised, exercised, and edorc
accordingly.

78. Repealed by S.15 of the Constitution AmendmentqNact 1980-81 (C.1.).
79. Repealed by S. 2(1) of the Cook Islands Constittdiimendment Act 1965 (N.Z.).

80. _Legislative Assembly of the Cook Island§l) - (3) Repealed by s.15 of the

Constitution Amendment (No.9) Act 1980-81 (C.1.).
(4) Subject to the provisions of this Constitaotidhe Standing Orders of the

Legislative Assembly in force immediately before nGtitution Day shall continue to be the
Standing Orders of [Parliament], and they may beraded, repealed, or added to under the
provisions of Article 34 hereof.
The word "Parliament" was substituted for the wotidsgislative Assembly” in subcl.(4) by s.17(4)
of the Constitution Amendment (No.9) Act 1980-8L)(C

81. Ordinances of Former Legislative Council orgiséative Assembly- (1) Every
Ordinance made by the Legislative Council of theIClslands under section 2 of the Cook Islands
Amendment Act 1946, and in force immediately befGomstitution Day, shall be deemed to be an
Ordinance of the Legislative Assembly of the Cosllarids made before Constitution Day and shall
continue in force as if it were such an Ordinanceand after Constitution Day.

(2) All Ordinances made by the Legislative Asbgnof the Cook Islands under
section 38 of the Cook Islands Amendment Act 1@®id, in force immediately before Constitution
Day, shall continue in force on and after CongtituDay.
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82. The High Court (1) The High Court of the Cook Islands estaldiiby Article 47
hereof is hereby declared to be the same Couhtealdigh Court of the Cook Islands established by
the Cook Islands Act 1915.

(2) The Judges and Commissioners of that Courbfiite immediately before
Constitution Day shall continue to hold office omdaafter Constitution Day as if they had been
appointed under the provisions of this Constitutiand those Judges shall receive the salary to
which they were entitled immediately before Consitiin Day as if that salary had been fixed by
enactment.

(3) All judgements, decrees, records, and actee@High Court of the Cook Islands
shall continue to have full force and effect on afigr Constitution Day as judgements, decrees,
records and acts of the High Court established uthae Constitution; and all proceedings, civil or
criminal, pending in the High Court immediately twef Constitution Day, and all appeals pending
immediately before Constitution Day from decisi@mighe High Court, may be continued on and
after Constitution Day.

83. The Land Court (1) The Land Court of the Cook Islands estaklishy Article 52
hereof is hereby declared to be the same Courh@d\ative Land Court of the Cook Islands
established by the Cook Islands Act 1915.

(2) The Land Court of the Cook Islands shall dlsodeemed for all purposes to be
the same Court as that which existed at the comemeauct of the Cook Islands Act 1915 under the
name of the Cook Islands Land Titles Court, ancbalkrs theretofore made by the last-mentioned
Court shall have effect accordingly.

(3) Repealed by S.15 of the Constitution Amendmen®)Mat 1980-81 (C.1.).
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FIRST SCHEDULE
(Article 27)

NAMES AND BOUNDARIES OF CONSTITUENCIES TOGETHER
COMPRISING THE ISLANDS OF AITUTAKI, MANUAE, AND
TE-AU-0-TU, AND THE ISLANDS OF RAROTONGA
AND PALMERSTON, AND THE ISLAND OF

MANGAIA, AND THE ISLAND OF ATIU

[[PART |

CONSTITUENCIES COMPRISING THE ISLANDS OF AITUTAKI

MANUAE AND TE-AU-0-TU

VAIPAE-TAUTU CONSTITUENCY

All that area in the Island of Aitutaki delineatadd edged in red on the plan S.0.1008 deposited in
the office of the Chief Surveyor at Rarotonga, casipg -

()
(ii)
(iii)
(iv)

The Avanui Tapere, being part of the Avabistrict; and
The Oako Tapere and Vaipae Tapere oMagae District; and
The Mataotane Tapere and Tautu TapertefTautu District; and
The motus known as -

Angarei

Niura

Mangere

Papau

Tavairuaiti

Tavairuanui

Akaiami

Muritapua

Rapota

Moturakau

Tekopua

Tapuaetai

Motukitiu

AMURI-UREIA CONSTITUENCY

All that area in the Island of Aitutaki delineatadd edged blue on plan S.0.1008 deposited in the
office of the Chief Surveyor at Rarotonga, compigsi

0
(ii)
(iii)
(iv)

(V)
(vi)

The Ureia Tapere, being part of the Arutabgstrict; and

The Amuri Tapere and Panganui Tapere of thawaga District; and
The Anaunga Tapere and Punoa Tapere of theuAga District; and
The Taakarere Tapere and Vaitupa Tapere of\thikupa District;
and

The Vaipeka Tapere, being part of the Avdsirict; and

The motu known as Akitua.
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ARUTANGA-REUREU-NIKAUPARA CONSTITUENCY

All the area in the Island of Aitutaki delineateudeedged green on plan S.0.1008 deposited in the
office of the Chief Surveyor at Rarotonga, compigsi
0] The Arutanga Tapere, the Reureu Tapere, andubhluki Tapere,
being part of the Arutanga District; and
(i) The Vaiorea Tapere, the Vaiau Tapere, and Vavalapere of the
Taravao District; and
(i) The Islands of Manuae and Te-Au-0-Tu; and
(iv)  The motu known as Maina.]]

PART Il
CONSTITUENCIES COMPRISING THE ISLANDS OF RAROTONGA
AND PALMERSTON
NIKAO-PANAMA CONSTITUENCY
All that area in the Avarua Survey District in tledand of Rarotonga comprising the Tapere of

Pokoinu, Nikao, Puapuautu, Areanu and Kaikavek#etineated on plan S.0.1002, deposited in the
office of the Chief Surveyor at Rarotonga.

AVATIU-RUATONGA CONSTITUENCY
All that area in the Avarua Survey District in tledand of Rarotonga comprising the Tapere of
Atupa, Avatiu and Ruatonga, as delineated on tiee@an S.0.1002, together with the Island of
Palmerston.

TAKUVAINE-TUTAKIMOA CONSTITUENCY

All that area in the Avarua Survey District in tledand of Rarotonga comprising the Tapere of
Tutakimoa, Tauae and Takuvaine, as delineatedesdiu plan S.0.1002.

TUPAPA-MARAERENGA CONSTITUENCY
All that area in the Avarua Survey District in tl'and of Rarotonga comprising the Tapere of
Ngatipa Vaikai, Tapae-i-Uta, Pue, Punataia, Kiiaind Tupapa as delineated in the said plan
S.0.1002.
MATAVERA CONSTITUENCY

All that area comprising the Matavera Survey Distim the Island of Rarotonga, as delineated on
the said plan S.0. 1002.

NGATANGIIA CONSTITUENCY

All that area comprising the Ngatangiia Survey Basin the Island of Rarotonga, as delineated on
the said plan S.0. 1002.
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TITIKAVEKA CONSTITUENCY
All that area comprising the Takitumu Survey Drdtin the Island of Rarotonga, as delineated on
the said plan S.0.1002.
MURIENUA CONSTITUENCY

[All that area in the Arorangi Survey District ihe Island of Rarotonga, comprising the Tapere of
Kavera, Aroa, and Rutaki, as delineated on thegaiu S.0.1002.]

AKAOA CONSTITUENCY

[All that area in the Arorangi Survey District ihe Island of Rarotonga, comprising the Tapere of
Akaoa, and the Tapere of Vaiakura, as delineatati®said plan S.0.1002.]

RUAAU CONSTITUENCY
All that area in the Arorangi Survey District inethsland of Rarotonga, comprising the Tapere of

Pokoinu-i-Raro, Tokerau, Inave, and Arerenga, éiseted on the said plan S.0.1002.

PART Il
CONSTITUENCIES COMPRISING THE ISLAND OF MANGAIA

ONEROA CONSTITUENCY

All that area in the Island of Mangaia comprisihg fTapere of Tava'enga, Keia, and Veitatei, as
delineated on plan S.0. 1014 deposited in the &ffiche Chief Surveyor at Rarotonga.

IVIRUA CONSTITUENCY

All that area in the Island of Mangaia comprisihg fTapere of Karanga and Ivirua, as delineated
on the said plan S.0. 1014.

TAMARUA CONSTITUENCY

All that area in the Island of Mangaia comprisihg fTapere of Tamarua, as delineated on the said
plan S.0. 1014.

The description of the Murienua constituency wasrahed, and the Akaoa constituency added, by
sections 3(3) and 3(4) respectively of the CorsttuAmendment (No. 14) Act 1991.



Constitution 45

PART IV

CONSTITUENCIES COMPRISING THE ISLAND OF ATIU
TENGATANGI- AREORA -NGATIARUA CONSTITUENCY

All that area in the Island of Atiu bounded by aelicommencing at Trig station CB1 and

proceeding due west along a right line to the sty thence generally southerly, easterly, and
northerly along the sea-coast to its intersectiath & right line bearing of 45 degrees from CB1,;

thence south-westerly along that right line topbéet of commencement, to include the villages of
Areora, Tengatangi, and Ngatiarua, as delineate®lan S.0.1015 deposited in the office of the
Chief Surveyor at Rarotonga.

TEENUI-MAPUMAI CONSTITUENCY

All that area in the Island of Atiu bounded by aelicommencing at Trig station CBI and

proceeding due west along a right line to the seestc thence generally northerly, and south-
easterly, along the sea-coast to its inter-seciiibh a right line bearing of 45 degrees from CBI;

thence south-westerly along that right line topbéet of commencement, to include the villages of
Teenui and Mapumai, as delineated on the said I8r01015.]

The First Schedule was added by s.16 of the CahstitAmendment (No.9) Act 1980-81 (C.1.).
Part | was substituted by s.8 of the ConstitutiomeAdment (No.11) Act 1982 (C.1.).
Part Il was substituted by s.3 of the Constituttonendment (No.12) Act 1986.
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[SECOND SCHEDULE
(Article 28)

CRIMES DISQUALIFYING FOR ELECTION TO PARLIAMENT

PART |
CRIMES AGAINST THE STATE, AND MURDER, SLAVERY, PIRA CY, AND
KIDNAPPING

Crimes against the following sections of the CrirAes 1969:
Section 75 (treason)
Section 78 (inciting to mutiny)
Section 80 (communicating secrets)
Section 81 (sabotage)
Section 84 (seditious conspiracy)
Section 85 (seditious statements)
Section 86 (publication of seditious documents)
Section 87 (use of apparatus for making seditttngziments or statements)
Section 103 and 104 (piracy)
Section 109 (dealing in persons)
Section 192  (murder)
Section 231(1)(c) (kidnapping)

PART I
CRIMES AFFECTING THE ADMINISTRATION OF LAW AND JUST ICE

Crimes against the following provisions of the Crines Act 1969:

Section 111 (judicial corruption)

Section 112 (bribery of judicial officer)

Section 113 (bribery and corruption of Minister
of the Crown)

Section 114 (corruption and bribery of Member
of Parliament)

Section 115 (corruption and bribery of law en@ment officer)

Section 116  (corruption and bribery dfaidl)

Section 120 (perjury)

Section 121 (false oaths)

Section 124  (fabricating evidence)

Section 126 (conspiring to bring falselsations)

Section 127 (conspiring to defeat justice)

Section 128 (corrupting juries and witnesses)



Section 249 (a) and (b) (theft)

Section 250 (conversion)

Section 252  (criminal breach of trust)

Section 256 (robbery)

Section 257 (aggravated robbery)

Section 258 (compelling execution of documentsadoge)
Section 259 (assault with intent to rob)

Section 260 (extortion)

Section 261 (demanding with menaces)

Section 263  (burglary)

Section 264  (entering with intent)

Section 265 (being armed with intent to break amigr)
Section 269 ((1) and (2)(a) false pretences)

Section 271  (personation)

Section 272  (acknowledging instrument in false @am
Section 273 (false statement by promoter)

Section 274  (falsifying accounts relating to palblinds
Section 275 (false accounting by officer or mentfdrsody corporate)
Section 276 (false accounting by employee)

Section 278 (issuing false dividend warrants)
Section 279 (concealing deeds and encumbrances)
Section 280 (conspiracy to defraud)

Constitution

CRIMES INVOLVING DISHONESTY

Crimes against the following sections of the CrimeAct 1969:

Section 281(a) (receiving)

Section 288 to 309, 314 and 315 (forgery, utteand counterfeiting offences)]

THIRD SCHEDULE
(Article 76C)
THE COOK ISLANDS ENSIGN

47

The Second Schedule was added by s.16 of the tDdostAmendment (No.9) Act 1980-81 (C.1.)

The Cook Islands Ensign shall be described asvistio

The Cook Islands Ensign shall be a Royal blue engige Union Jack shall occupy the upper staff
quarter, having on the fly 15 stars in a symmetrica, all of equal size and equal spacing, are th
colour of the stars shall be white. The flag projporof length to breath shall be two to one.

And it shall mean -

Blue - is the colour most expressive of our Natiors tepresentative of the vast area of the
Pacific Ocean in which the islands of the Cookridlare scattered. Blue also depicts the
peaceful nature of the inhabitants of our islands.

Union Jack - indicates our historical association with andnrbership of the British
Commonwealth.

The 15 stars- represent the 15 islands of the group.
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FOURTH SCHEDULE
(Article 76D)

THE NATIONAL ANTHEM OF THE COOK ISLANDS

The words of the National Anthem of the Cook Iskn@e Atua Mou E'), shall be as follows:
TE ATUA MOU E

TE ATUAMOU E
KO KOE RAI TE PU
OTE PAENUA E
AKARONGO MAI
| TO MATOU NEI REO
TE KAPIKI ATU NEI
PARURU MA|
IA MATOU NEI
OMAI TE KORONA MOU
KIA NGATEITEI
KIA VAI RAI TE AROA
OTE PAENUAE.]

The Fourth Schedule was added by s.16 of the Qatati Amendment (No.9) Act 1980-81 (C.1.)
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THE COOK ISLANDS CONSTITUTION ACT 1964 (N.Z.)

An Act to make provisions for self government bg fteople of the Cook Islands (other than Niue)
and to provide a constitution for those islands.
[17 November 1964]

BE IT ENACTED by the General Assembly of New Zealand in Parli@sinassembled, and by the
authority of the same as follows:

1. Short Title and Commencemen{1l) This Act may be cited as the Cook Islands
Constitution Act 1964.

(2) This Act shall come into force on a datdéocappointed for the commencement
thereof by the Governor-General, by Proclamatiaind a date later than the date on which the
first meeting of the Legislative Assembly of thedRdslands is held after the first general election
of the Assembly held after the passing of this Act.

In subs. (2) the words "Subject to the provisiohamicle 79 of the Constitution” were omitted by
s.2(2) of the Cook Islands Amendment Act 1965 )N.Z.

This Act came into force on 4 August 1965; seesela of the Cook Islands Constitution Act
Commencement Order 1965 (S.R. 1965/128) (N.Z.)

2. Interpretation and application (1) In this Act - "The Constitution" means the
Constitution of the Cook Islands as set out inSbkedule to this Act;
"The Cook Islands" has the same meaning as in dmstifution.
(2) This Act shall be in force in the Cook Islar@hd, unless the context otherwise
requires, shall apply to the Cook Islands only aatito New Zealand.

3. Cook Islands to be self-governinghe Cook Islands shall be self-governing.

4. Constitution of the Cook Islands'he Constitution set out in the Schedule to &is
shall be the Constitution of the Cook Islands, sinall be the supreme law of the Cook Islands.

5. _External affairs and defene®&lothing in this Act or in the Constitution shalfect the
responsibilities of Her Majesty the Queen in rigiitNew Zealand for the external affairs and
defence of the Cook Islands, those responsibilitdse discharged after consultation by the Prime
Minister of New Zealand with the [Prime Ministerfithe Cook Islands.

The title of the Premier was changed to Prime Maridy s.5 of the Constitution Amendment
(No.9) Act 1980-81 (C.1.)

6. British nationality and New Zealand citizenshi Nothing in this Act or in the
Constitution shall affect the status of any perasma British subject or New Zealand citizen by
virtue of the British Nationality and New Zealandigenship Act 1948.

[SCHEDULE]

The Schedule comprises the Constitution of the @dakds, reprinted (as subsequently amended)
herein.
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THE COOK ISLANDS CONSTITUTION AMENDMENT ACT 1965
1965, No. 2

An Act to amend the Cook Islands Constitution A864

(7 June 1965)

BE IT ENACTED by the General Assembly of New Zealand in Parli@sinassembled, and by the
authority of the same, as follows:

1. Short Title and commencement(1l) This Act may be cited as the Cook Islands
Constitution Amendment Act 1965, and shall be reapbther with and deemed part of the Cook
Islands Constitution Act 1964 (hereinafter referreas the principal Act).

(2) This Act shall come into force on the date e appointed for the
commencement of the principal Act.

The Cook Islands Constitution Act 1964 came inteéoon the 4th August 1965; see clause
2 of the Cook Islands Constitution Act Commencen@@mter 1965 (S.R. 1965/128).

2. Amendments of the Cook Islands Constituti¢h)-The Constitution of the Cook Islands
(as set out in the Schedule to the principal Asthereby amended in the manner indicated in the
First Schedule to this Act.
(2) This subsection amended s. 1(2) of the Celantls Constitution Act 1964.
(3) The Constitution of the Cook Islands (as seeaded) is set out in the Second
Schedule to this Act.

SCHEDULES
FIRST SCHEDULE

Section 2(1) AMENDMENTS OF THE CONSTITUTION

The amendments specified in this Schedule have imeerporated in the Constitution as
set out in the Schedule to the Cook Islands Catistit Act 1964.

Section 2(3) SECOND SCHEDULE

The Constitution (as amended) set out in thise8ale, together with the further
amendments made by the Legislative Assembly ofCbek Islands and by the Parliament of the
Cook Islands has been substituted for the origiaistitution in the Schedule to the Cook Islands
Constitution Act 1964, where it appears in thisrirgp
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CONSTITUTION AMENDMENT (NO.2) ACT 1968-69 (C.1.)
1968-69, No. 27

An Act to amend the Constitution

(9 May 1969)

BE IT ENACTED by the Legislative Assembly of the Cook IslandsSSession assembled, and by
the authority of the same, as follows:

1. _Short Title- This Act may be cited as the Constitution Ameerdin(No.2) Act
1968-69, and shall be read together with and degragdf the Constitution of the Cook Islands as
set out in the Second Schedule to the Cook Isl@misstitution Amendment Act 1965 of the
Parliament of New Zealand (hereinafter referredsdthe Constitution™).

2. Repealed by s. 23(1)(b) of the Constitummendment (No.9) Act 1980-81.

3. This section amended Article 70(3)(a) of @anstitution.

4. Repealed by S.23(1)(b) of the Constitution Adraent (No.9) Act 1980-81.

5. Repealed by s.7(2) of the Constitution Amenainido.11) Act 1982.

6. Repealed by S. 10 (2) of the Constitutionefstbment
(No. 10) Act 1981.

7. This section amended the Schedule to thest@omon Amendment (No.7) Act
1975.

CONSTITUTION AMENDMENT (NO. 5) ACT 1970 (C.1.)
1970, No. 2

An Act to amend the Constitution by increasinginenber of Cabinet Ministers by one.

(20 January 1971)

BE IT ENACTED by the Legislative Assembly of the Cook IslandsSSession assembled, and by
the authority of the same, as follows:

1. Short Title- This Act may be cited as the Constitution Ameerdin(No.5) Act
1970 and shall be read together with and deemedptre Constitution of the Cook Islands as set
out in the Second Schedule to the Cook Islands t@otisn Amendment Act 1965 (hereinafter
referred to as "the Constitution™).

2. This section amended Article 13(1) of the Gitunson
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CONSTITUTION AMENDMENT (NO.6) ACT 1973 (C.1.)
1973, No.1

An Act to amend the Constitution

(30 March 1973)

BE IT ENACTED by The Legislative Assembly of the Cook Island$ession assembled, and by
the authority of the same as follows:

1. Short Title- This Act may be cited as the Constitution Ameerdin(No0.6) Act
1973 and shall be read together with and deemedptre Constitution of the Cook Islands as set
out in the Second Schedule to the Cook Islands t@otsn Amendment Act 1965 of the
Parliament of New Zealand (hereinafter referredsdthe Constitution™).

2. This section substituted new Articles 73, 74A, 74B, and 74C in the
Constitution.

The substituted Article 74B has been repealed b§(8) of the Constitution Amendment (No.9)
Act 1980-81 (C.l.) which also substituted a newidet 74B.
CONSTITUTION AMENDMENT (NO. 7) ACT 1975 (C.1.)
1975, No. 17

An Act to amend the Constitution

(1 October 1975)

BE IT ENACTED by the Legislative Assembly of the Cook IslandsSession assembled, in
accordance with subclause (1) of Article 41 of @enstitution of the Cook Islands and by the
authority of the same as follows:

1. _Short Title- This Act may be cited as the Constitution AmerdinNo. 7) Act
1975 and shall be read together with and deemedptre Constitution of the Cook Islands as set
out in the Second Schedule to the Cook Islands t@otsn Amendment Act 1965 of the
Parliament of New Zealand (hereinafter referredsdthe Constitution™).

2. (a) Para (a) amended the provisions of thesttation set out in the Schedule to
this Act.

(b),(c) Repealed by s. 23(1) (e) of the Constih Amendment (No.9) Act
1980-81.
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SCHEDULE

PROVISIONS OF CONSTITUTION WHERE REFERENCE
TO CHIEF JUDGE OF THE HIGH COURT SUBSTITUTED
BY REFERENCE TO CHIEF JUSTICE OF THE HIGH COURT

ARTICLE 4
Subclauses (1) and (2) of Article 76.
The item relating to subclauses (2) and (4) of d&ti7 was repealed by s. 5 of the Constitution

Amendment (No.10) Act 1981-82

The item relating to Articles 48(2)
49(1) and 66(1) were repealed by S.23(1)(e) ofxbmestitution Amendment (No.9) Act 1980-81.
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THE CONSTITUTION AMENDMENT (No. 9) ACT 1980-81 (C.I.)
1980-81, No. 24

An Act to amend the Constitution

(5 June 1981)

BE IT ENACTED by the Legislative Assembly of the Cook IslandsSSession assembled, and by
the authority of the same as follows:

1. Short Title and commencemen(l) This Act may be cited as the Constitution
Amendment (No.9) Act 1980-81 and shall be read ttegewith and deemed part of the
Constitution of the Cook Islands as set out in #8®cond Schedule to the [Cook Islands
Constitution Amendment Act 1965] of the ParliamehiNew Zealand, as amended by Acts of the
Legislative Assembly (hereinafter referred to 4 "Constitution™).
(2) Subject to section 17(1) of this Act, thAist shall come into force on the
date on which it is assented to by the High Comiones.

The words "Cook Islands Constitution Amendmaat 1965" were
substituted for the words "Cook Islands Constitutidict 1964" by s.2(1) of the Constitution
Amendment (No.11) Act 1982. By that section, thmeadment is declared to have come into force
on the date of the commencement of Amendment (No.9)

PART |
AMENDMENTS OF THE CONSTITUTION

2. (1) This subsection amended Article (1) of @mnstitution.

(2) This subsection inserted a definition of "@oaf Appeal” in Article 1(1) of the
Constitution.

(3) This subsection repealed the definitions ledrid Appellate Court" and "Land
Court" in Article 1(1) of the Constitution and stibged a new definition of "Legislative
Assembly” or "Assembly” in that Article 1(1).

(4) This subsection substituted a new definitionthe definition of "Minister" in
Article 1(1) of the Constitution.

(5) This subsection inserted a definition of '[Ranent” in Article 1(1) of the
Constitution.

(6) This subsection repealed the definition afefRier" and substituted a definition
of "Prime Minister" in Article 1(1) of the Constiion.

(7) This subsection added a definition of "Toide% to Article 1(1) of the

Constitution.
3. (1) This subsection amended Article 12(1) ef @onstitution.

(2) This subsection amended subclauses (2) graf &ticle 13 of the Constitution.
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(3) This subsection amended the provisions ofdbestitution specified in the First
Schedule to this Act.

4. This section substituted a new Article for Aliti 20 of the Constitution.

5. This section repealed Part Ill of the Constitutexcept Article 41 and substituted a new
Part Il with the exception of Article 41.

6. This section amended the provisions of the @omisn specified in the Second Schedule
to this Act.

7. This section substituted a new Part IV for P@mf the Constitution.
8. This section inserted a new Part IVA in the Sation.

9. (1) This subsection inserted subclause (3AhéConstitution.
2) (a) This paragraph amended Article 7083 )of
the Constitution.

(b) This paragraph amended the proviso to Arfi€l€8)(a) of the Constitution.
(c) This paragraph amended Article 70 (3) (bdhef Constitution.

(d) This paragraph amended the proviso tockerti

70(3)(b) of the Constitution.

10. (1) This subsection substituted a new papdg(a) for paragraph (a) of Article 73(2) of
the Constitution.

(2) This subsection substituted a new AatidB for Article 74B of the Constitution.
(3) This subsection amended Article 74Cof2Zhe Constitution.

11. This section inserted Article 74BB in tBenstitution.
12. This section inserted subclause (2A) inchet76 of the Constitution.
13. This section inserted Part IVA in the Gdogon.

14. This section repealed Article 88 of then§dgution.

15. This section repealed Articles 78, suls#au1l) (2) and (3) of Article 80, Article 83(3hca
Article 87 of the Constitution.

16. This section added the First, SeconddTland Fourth Schedules to the Constitution.
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PART Il
TRANSITIONAL PROVISIONS AND CONSEQUENTIAL
REPEALS AND AMENDMENTS

17. The Parliament of the Cook Islard4) Notwithstanding the repeal and substitutign
section 5 of this Act of Article 27 of the Constitin, and the enactment by that section of Article
28C of the Constitution -

(@) Subclause (2) of Article 27 (as so substitutaad the said Article
28C shall not come into force until the date of firat general
election of the Parliament of the Cook Islands helter the
commencement of this Act, except so far and to sxtbnt as may
be necessary to provide for that election; and

(b) Subclause (2) of Article 27 of the Constitutias originally enacted)
shall continue in force until that date, as if foe words "Legislative
Assembly” in the subclause there were substitutee word
"Parliament”, except so far and to such extent ag Ioe necessary to
provide for the said election.

(2) Every person holding office as a member lo¢ tegislative Assembly
immediately before the commencement of this Actlshtier the commencement of this Act, hold
office as a Member of Parliament, subject to thevigions of the Constitution, and, unless he
previously vacates office for any reason, shalltiome to hold office as a Member of Parliament
until the end of the day immediately preceding dag on which the members elected at the said
election come into office.

(3) Every office of the Legislative Assembly dhalfter the commencement of this
Act, be an office of Parliament, and every persolting any such office immediately before the
commencement of this Act shall continue to holdcefafter the commencement of this Act.

(4) Every reference to the Legislative Assembilyoothe Assembly in any other law
in force at the commencement of this Act or in arstrument or document of any kind in force at
the commencement of this Act, be read as a referenthe Parliament of the Cook Islands.

(5) Every reference to a Commissioner or to a @a@sioner of the High Court in
any other law in force at the commencement of Aus or in any instrument or document of any
kind whatever in force at the commencement of Ausshall after the commencement of this Act,
be read as a reference to a Justice of the Pedloe Gook Islands.

(6) Every reference to the Judicial Service Cogsion in any other law in force at
the commencement of this Act, or in any instrun@ndocument of any kind whatever in force at
the commencement of this Act shall, after the comoeeent of this Act, be read as a reference to
the Minister responsible for Justice.

(7) Articles 84 and 85 of the Constitution areetny repealed.

18. The Prime Minister (1) The person holding office as Premier of @wok Islands
immediately before the commencement of this Actllsladter the commencement of this Act,
without further appointment, hold the office of iRe Minister of the Cook Islands, subject to the
provisions of Article 14 of the Constitution.

(2) Every reference to the Premier of the Cad&nids in any other law in force at
the commencement of this Act is any instrument @rudnent of any kind whatsoever in force at
the commencement of this Act shall, after the comsament of this Act, be read as a reference to
the Prime Minister of the Cook Islands.
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19. The Land Court- (1) Every person holding office immediately befothe
commencement of this Act as a Judge of the Landt@duhe Cook Islands shall, on and after the
commencement of this Act, without further appointipébe deemed to be a Judge of the High
Court as if he had been appointed as such undaleAB2 of the Constitution, with seniority from
the date on which he had been appointed a Judtpe afand Court.

(2) All judgments, decrees, records, and acth@fLand Court of the Cook Islands
shall continue to have full force and effect on aafter the commencement of this Act as
judgments, decrees, records and acts of the HighttCand all proceedings pending in the Land
Court immediately before the commencement of tlisrAay be continued in the High Court after
the commencement of this Act.

(3) Where any final judgement of the Land Cadrthe Cook Islands has been
given before the commencement of this Act, thetrighappeal from that judgment shall be
governed by the provisions of Article 60 of the Gtuition as if that final judgment had been a
final judgment of the High Court.

(4) Every reference to the Land Court of the ICtsdands or to a Judge of that
Court in any other law in force at the commencenoéhis Act, or in any judgment, decree, order,
record, or act of the Land Court, or in any otlmstiument or document whatsoever in force at the
commencement of this Act shall, unless the contatkterwise requires be read after the
commencement of this Act as a reference to the Bigirt of the Cook Islands or, as the case may
be, to a Judge of that Court.

20. The Land Appellate Cowrt(1) All judgments, decrees, records, and acthefLand
Appellate Court of the Cook Islands shall continoefull force and effect on and after the
commencement of this Act as judgments, decreesrdecand acts of the Court of Appeal of the
Cook Islands, and all proceedings pending in thedLAppellate Court immediately before the
commencement of this Act may be continued in tharCof Appeal after the commencement of
this Act.

(2) Every reference to the Land Appellate Co@ithe Cook Islands or to a Judge of
that Court in any other law in force at the comnsgnent of this Act, or in any judgment, decree,
order, record, or act of the Land Appellate Cownt,in any other instrument or document
whatsoever in force at the commencement of thisshell, unless the context otherwise requires,
be read after the commencement of this Act as eraefe to the Court of Appeal of the Cook
Islands or, as the case may be, to a Judge oCthat.

21. Appeal from High Court (1) In any case in which immediately before the
commencement of this Act an Appeal to the High €ofiNew Zealand from any judgement of
the High Court of the Cook Islands was pendingt thppeal may be continued after the
commencement of this Act, and shall otherwise kerdh@nd disposed of under the law in force
immediately before the commencement of this Aat #sat law had continued in force.

(2) The determination of the High Court of Newalad on any appeal continued
pursuant to subsection (1) of this section shallrBesmitted to the Registrar of the High Court of
the Cook Islands by the Registrar of the High CaifirNew Zealand under the seal of the High
Court of New Zealand, and the High Court of the ICtgdands shall act in respect thereof as it if
were a determination of the High Court of New Zedldaransmitted under Article 62 of the
Constitution, as in force before the commencemétitie Act.

(3) Every provision in any Act conferring a righitappeal from a judgement of the
High Court of New Zealand shall, after the commemeet of this Act, be read as a provision
conferring a right of appeal to the Court of Appefthe Cook Islands.
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22. Acts of New Zealand Parliament and regulationthe Cook Islands (1) Every Act,
and every provision of any Act, of the ParliamehiNew Zealand that pursuant to Article 46 of the
Constitution (as in force before the commencemérthie Act), was in force in the Cook Islands
immediately before the commencement of this Actlstwatinue in force in the Cook Islands after
the commencement of this Act, but, subject to Aetél of the Constitution, may be repealed, in
relation to the Cook Islands, by Act of the Parlkarnof the Cook Islands.

(2) Regulations made by the Governor-Generalaaril pursuant to Article 88 of
the Constitution (as in force before the commencenoé this Act), and in force immediately
before the commencement of this Act, shall contimurce after the commencement of this Act,
but may be revoked or amended, in relation to thekdslands, by Act of the Parliament of the

Cook Islands.

23. Consequential repeals and amendmerfly The following enactments are hereby
repealed:

(a) The Constitution Amendment Act 1968-69;

(b) Sections 2 and 4 of the Constitution Amenainiislo.2) Act 1968-69;

(c) The Constitution Amendment (No.3) Act 1969;

(d) The Constitution Amendment (No.4) Act 1970;

(e) Paragraphs (b) and (c) of section 2 of thesGmrion Amendment
(No.7) Act 1975 and so much of the Schedule to Atatas relates to
Articles 48, 49, and 66 of the Constitution;

() The Constitution Amendment (No.8) Act 1978-

(9) Section 6 of the Electoral Act 1966 and theddelcSchedule to that
Act (as enacted by sections 2 and 3 of the Elelicforeendment Act
1973,;

(h) The Electoral Amendment Act 1979;

(@ The Cook Islands Ensign Act 1973;

(), The Cook Islands Ensign Amendment Act 1988-

(2) The following provisions of the Cook Islanélst 1915 of the Parliament of New
Zealand shall cease to have effect as part ofthef the Cook Islands:
(@) Section 107 (relating to the powers of Jgdufehe High Court);

(b) Section 114 (relating to the jurisdictiontbé High Court);
(c) Subsection (2) of section 115 (relating to mgtion, certiorari,
mandamus, and prohibition against the Land Couliaod Appellate
Court);
(d) Section 156 (relating to the stating of cagsethé High Court of New
Zealand);
(e) Sections 158 to 161 and 163 to 169 (relatingppeals to the High
Court of New Zealand);
() Sections 371 to 385, 387 to 390, 392, and 40808 (relating to the
Constitution and procedure of the Land Court ofGoek Islands);
(3) Part 1l of the Cook Islands Amendment Act 89 the Parliament of New
Zealand (except section 26) and sections 43, 444@and 48 of that Act shall cease to have effect
as part of the law of the Cook Islands.
(4) The Cook Islands Act 1915 of the ParliamenNew Zealand shall have effect,
in relation to the Cook Islands, as if it had baemended as follows:
@) By repealing the definitions of the termafd Appellate Court" and

"Land Court" in section 2(1);
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(b) By omitting from paragraph(b) of section {P6the words "or of the
Land Court";

(c) By omitting from section 171 the words "sawe way of appeal in
accordance with the provisions of the Constitubowof this Act in that behalf";

(d) By omitting from section 278 the words "Jadgf the Land Court"
and also the words "or of the Land Court";

(e) By repealing section 314B;

() By omitting from section 475(2) the wordsttthand Court or" and
also the words "or by a Judge of the Land AppelGaeart";

(9) By omitting from section 510(b) the words ‘&f the Land Court or
any Judge of the Land Appellate Court";

(h) By omitting from section 653(1) the wordgs ‘&f the Land Court or
any Judge of the Land Appellate Court";

SCHEDULES

FIRST SCHEDULE
Section 3(3)

PROVISIONS OF CONSTITUTION WHERE REFERENCES
TO PRIME MINISTER OF THE COOK ISLANDS SUBSTITUTED F OR
REFERENCES TO PREMIER OF THE COOK ISLANDS

In the text of the Constitution, as set out in $exond Schedule to the Cook Islands Constitution
Amendment Act 1965 (N.Z.) references to the Primeidter have been substituted for references
to the Premier in the provisions specified in tBchedule.

SECOND SCHEDULE
Section 6

PROVISIONS OF CONSTITUTION WHERE REFERENCES
TO PARLIAMENT SUBSTITUTED FOR REFERENCES

TO LEGISLATIVE ASSEMBLY OR ASSEMBLY
In the text of the Constitution, as set out in 8ezond Schedule to the Cook Islands Constitution

Amendment Act 1965 (N.Z.) references to Parliantente been substituted for references to the
Legislative Assembly or to the Assembly in the ps@mns specified in this Schedule.

THIRD SCHEDULE
Section 16

FIRST,SECOND, THIRD AND FOURTH SCHEDULES
TO THE CONSTITUTION

These Schedules are incorporated in the text o€trestitution, as set out in the Second Schedule
to the Cook Islands Amendment Act 1965 (N.Z.).
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THE CONSTITUTION AMENDMENT (NO.10) ACT 1981 (C.1.)
1981, No. 20

An Act to amend the Constitution

(6 April 1982)

BE IT ENACTED by the Parliament of the Cook Islands in Sessissembled, and by the
authority of the same, as follows:-

1. Short Title and commencement(1l) This Act shall be cited as the Constitution
Amendment (No.10) Act 1981, and shall be read togetith and deemed part of the Constitution
of the Cook Islands as set out in the Second Séhédihe Cook Islands Constitution Amendment
Act 1965 of the Parliament of New Zealand, as aradnidy Acts of the Legislative Assembly
(hereinafter referred to as the Constitution).

(2) Section 10 of this Act shall be deemed teeheome into force on the 30th day
of March 1973 (being the date of the commencemeéthe Constitution Amendment (No.6) Act
1973).

(3) Except as provided in subsection (2) of #estion, this Act shall come into
force on the date on which it is assented to byHigé Commissioner.

The Queen's Representative

2. This section substituted a new Article 3 amelheading preceding it for Article 3 of the
Constitution and the heading preceding it.

3. This section substituted a new Article 7 fatide 7 of the Constitution.

4. (1) This subsection amended the provisiorth®{Constitution set out in the Schedule to

this Act.

(2) This subsection repealed the definition ofgtHCommissioner" in Article 1(1)
of the Constitution and added to that Article 1{1efinition of "Queen’s Representative".

(3) Every reference to the High Commissionerrig ather law in force in the Cook
Islands at the commencement of this Act or in atheoinstrument or document of any kind
whatsoever in force at the commencement of thisshatl, after the commencement of this Act, be
read as a reference to the Queen's Representative.

5. Repeal- The Schedule to the Constitution Amendment (NA&Zt 1975 is hereby
amended by repealing so much thereof as relatgitde 7 of the Constitution.

Miscellaneous Amendments
6. This section amended Article 28(4) of the Gibumison.

7. This section added subclause (5) to Articlef3the
Constitution.
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8. This section amended Article 62 (5) of the Gibuison.
9. This section amended Article 65 (2) of the Gibuison.
10. (1) This subsection amended Article 76(¢3)of the Constitution.

(2) This subsection repealed section 6 of thasGwtion Amendment (No.2) Act
1968-69.

(3) All determinations of the Public ServiB®mard of Appeal made after the
commencement of this section that would have bedid f this section had been in force when the
determinations were made are hereby validated aathdd to be and always to have been validly
made, and sections 40, 41 and 42 of the PubliciéAct 1975 and section 10 of the Public
Service Amendment Act (No.3) 1980-81 are herebyaded to be and always to have been validly
enacted.

SCHEDULE

PROVISIONS OF CONSTITUTION WHERE REFERENCES
TO QUEEN'S REPRESENTATIVE SUBSTITUTED FOR
REFERENCES TO HIGH COMMISSIONER

In the text of the Constitution, as set out in $exond Schedule to the Cook Islands Constitution
Amendment Act 1965 (N.Z.) references to the QueRegresentative have been substituted for
references to the High Commissioner in the promsispecified in this Schedule.
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THE CONSTITUTION AMENDMENT (No. 11) ACT 1982 (C.1.)
1982, No.2

An Act to amend the Constitution

(24th August 1982)

BE IT ENACTED by the Parliament of the Cook Islands in Sessissembled, and by the
authority of the same, as follows:

1. Short Title- This Act may be cited as the Constitution Ameedin(No.11) Act 1982,
and shall be read together with and deemed paineaConstitution of the Cook Islands as set out in
the Second Schedule to the Cook Islands Constittlmendment Act 1965 of the Parliament of
New Zealand, as amended by Acts of the Legislassembly and Parliament (hereinafter referred
to as "the Constitution").

2. (1) This subsection amended section 1(1) ofGbastitution Amendment (No.9) Act
1980-81 as from its commencement.

(2) This subsection amended section 1(1) of tbhas@tution Amendment (No.10)
Act 1981-82 as from its commencement.

3. This section amended Article 29(2) of the Cibutsbn.

4. (a) This paragraph amended Article 37(4) ef@onstitution.
(b) This paragraph added subclause (7) to Ar8¢lef the Constitution.

5. This section amended Article 76(3) of the Gibumison.

6. This section added subsections (5), (6) andtd7section 19 of the Constitution
Amendment (No. 9) Act 1980-81.

7. (1) This subsection amended Article 75(2) ef @onstitution.

(2) This subsection repealed section 5 of tbas@itution Amendment (No.2) Act 1968-
69.

8. This section substituted a new Part | for Paftthe First Schedule of the Constitution.
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THE CONSTITUTION AMENDMENT (NO.12) ACT 1986 (C.1.)
1986, No. 19

An Act to amend the Constitution

(11th December 1986)

BE IT ENACTED by the Parliament of the Cook Islands in Sessissembled, and by the
authority of the same as follows:

1. Short Title- This Act may be cited as the Constitution Ameerdin(No. 12) Act 1986
and shall be read together with and deemed paineaConstitution of the Cook Islands as set out in
the Second Schedule to the Cook Islands Constititimendment Act 1965 of the Parliament of
New Zealand as amended by Acts of the Legislatissefbly and Parliament of the Cook Islands
(hereinafter referred to as "the Constitution").

2. This section amended Article 62 of the Constituby repealing subsection 2.

3. This section amended the First Schedule byateqfgePart 1l and substituting a new Part
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CONSTITUTION AMENDMENT (No. 13) ACT 1992
1992 No.10

An Act to amend the Constitution

(21 December 1992)

BE IT ENACTED by the Parliament of the Cook Islands in Sessiesembled, and by the
authority of the same as follows:

1. Short Title - This Act may be cited as the Constitution Adr@ent (No. 13) Act 1992
and shall be read together with and deemed painedConstitution of the Cook Islands as set out in
the Second Schedule to the Cook Islands Constitilmendment Act 1965 of the Parliament of
New Zealand as amended by Acts of the Legislatissefbly and Parliament of the Cook Islands
(hereinafter referred to as "the Constitution").

2. (1) This subsection amended Article 74BB{Rif the Constitution

(2) This subsection amended Atrticle 74B{2he Constitution

(3) This subsection amended Article 74B({3he Constitution

(4) This subsection amended Atrticle 74B(the Constitution

(5) This subsection repealed paragraph (bkuldclause (5) of Article 74B of the
Constitution.

(6) Every person who before the coming imiaé of this Act was appointed a Head of
Department pursuant to subclause (2) of Article 6dBe Constitution shall, after the coming into
force of this Act, be deemed to have been appoipteguant to subclause (3) of Article 74BB (as
amended by this Act), and notwithstanding the teamd conditions of the original appointment,
may be removed from such appointment in accorde#tbethe provisions of Article 74BB.

3. This section amended paragraph (c) of Ar@dBB(1) of the Constitution.

4. This section substituted a new subclausen(AYyticle 74B of the Constitution.
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CONSTITUTION AMENDMENT (No. 14) ACT 1991
1991 No.21

An Act to amend the Constitution

(12 August 1991)

BE IT ENACTED by the Parliament of the Cook Islands in Sessissembled, and by the
authority of the same as follows:

1. Short Title - This Act may be cited as the Constitution Adr@ent (No. 14) Act 1991
and shall be read together with and deemed painedConstitution of the Cook Islands as set out in
the Second Schedule to the Cook Islands Constitilmendment Act 1965 of the Parliament of
New Zealand as amended by Acts of the Legislatissefbly and Parliament of the Cook Islands
(hereinafter referred to as "the Constitution").

2. This section substituted a new subclause (Ayticle 13 of the Constitution.

3. (1) This subsection substituted a new subel@®)sin Article 27 of the Constitution.
(2) This subsection substituted a new paragrgphn Article 27(2) of the
Constitution.
(3) This subsection amended the definition ef Muriennua constituency in Part I
of the First Schedule of the Constitution.
(4) This subsection inserted the definition lndé tAkaoa constituency in Part Il of
the first Schedule of the Constitution.

4. (1) This subsection amended Article 71(1)ef Constitution.
(2) This subsection added subclauses (3) anid @jticle 71 of the Constitution.
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CONSTITUTION AMENDMENT (No. 15) ACT 1993
1993 No. 10

An Act to amend the Constitution

(30 November 1993)

BE IT ENACTED by the Parliament of the Cook Islands in Sessissembled, and by the
authority of the same as follows:

1. Short Title- This Act may be cited as the Constitution Ach@ent (No. 15) Act 1993
and shall be read together with and deemed paineaConstitution of the Cook Islands as set out in
the Second Schedule to the Cook Islands Constittimendment Act 1965 of the Parliament of
New Zealand as amended by Acts of the Legislatissefbly and Parliament of the Cook Islands
(hereinafter referred to as "the Constitution").

2. This section substituted a new subclauseindirticle 14 of the Constitution, and
repealed subclause (2) of that Article.

CONSTITUTION AMENDMENT (No. 16) ACT 1993-94

1993-94 No.12

An Act to amend the Constitution

(13 January 1994)

BE IT ENACTED by the Parliament of the Cook Islands in Sessissembled, and by the
authority of the same as follows:

1. Short Title- This Act may be cited as the Constitution Ach@ent (No. 16) Act 1993-
94 and shall be read together with and deemedopainie Constitution of the Cook Islands as set
out in the Second Schedule to the Cook Islands t@otisn Amendment Act 1965 of the
Parliament of New Zealand as amended by Acts ofLéugslative Assembly and Parliament of the
Cook Islands (hereinafter referred to as "the Gtuisin®).

2. This section substituted a new subclausen(3Yiicle 60 of the Constitution.
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CONSTITUTION AMENDMENT (No. 17) ACT 1994-95
1994-95 No.36

An Act to amend the Constitution

(30 June 1995)

BE IT ENACTED by the Parliament of the Cook Islands in Sessissembled, and by the
authority of the same as follows:

1. _Short Title - This Act may be cited as the Constitution Adr@ent (No.17) Act 1994-
95 and shall be read together with and deemed gdathe Constitution of the Cook Islands
(hereinafter referred to as "the Constitution").

2. This clause amended Article 2, by inserting neefinitions, namely “Crown
Servant” and “Judicial officer”.

3. This clause substituted a new Article 20
4. This Clause amended Article 28B

5. This Clause amended Atrticle 48 by inserting setclauses (3) and (4)

6. This Clause amended Article 62.

7. This Clause inserted a new Part IVB, relatin@ tstom.

8. This Clause substituted a new Part VI relatonthe Public Service.

9. Notwithstanding the repeal and substitution dsstisn 8 of this Act of Part VI of the

Constitution, every person holding office as Pubsrvice commissioner, Secretary to the Cabinet,
a member of the Public Service, an exempted emplogemember of the staff of the Queen’s
Representative or as a member of the Cook IslanBficPService Board of Appeal immediately
before the commencement of this Act, shall contirtoe hold office as Public Service
Commissioner, Secretary to the Cabinet, membehePublic Service, an exempted employee, a
member of the staff of the Queen’s Representativasoa member of the Cook Islands Public
Service Board of Appeal (as the case may be) sutgjebe provisions of the Constitution.
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CONSTITUTION AMENDMENT (No. 18) ACT 1995-96
1995-96 No.8

An Act to amend the Constitution

(11" March 1996)

BE IT ENACTED by the Parliament of the Cook Islands in Sessissembled, and by the
authority of the same as follows:

1. Short Title - This Act may be cited as the Constitution Adir@ent (No.18) Act 1995-
96 and shall be read together with and deemed gdathe Constitution of the Cook Islands
(hereinafter referred to as "the Constitution").

2. This clause amended Article 71 by establishiregRublic Expenditure Review Committee.

CONSTITUTION AMENDMENT (No. 19) ACT 1995-96
1995-96 No.8

An Act to amend the Constitution

(12 December 1996)

BE IT ENACTED by the Parliament of the Cook Islands in Sessissembled, and by the
authority of the same as follows:

1. Short Title - This Act may be cited as the Constitution Adir@ent (No.19) Act 1995-
96 and shall be read together with and deemed gdathe Constitution of the Cook Islands
(hereinafter referred to as "the Constitution").

2. This clause amended Article 76A by enabling thenber of permanent residence
certificates in effect, to be prescribed.
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CONSTITUTION AMENDMENT (No. 20) ACT 1997
1997 No. 20

An Act to amend the Constitution

(18 March, 1997)

BE IT ENACTED by the Parliament of the Cook Islands in Sessissembled, and by the
authority of the same as follows:

1. Short Title- This Act may be cited as the Constitution Adr@ent (No. 20) Act 1997
and shall be read together with and deemed paineoc€onstitution of the Cook Islands as set out in
the Second Schedule to the Cook Islands Constitliimendment Act 1965 of the Parliament of
New Zealand as amended by Acts of the Legislatisgefbly and Parliament of the Cook Islands
(hereinafter referred to as "the Constitution").

2. This section inserted the Preamble in thes@Gomion.

CONSTITUTION AMENDMENT (No. 21) ACT 1997
1997 No. 3

An Act to amend the Constitution

(18 March, 1997)

BE IT ENACTED by the Parliament of the Cook Islands in Sessissembled, and by the
authority of the same as follows:

1. Short Title- This Act may be cited as the Constitution Ach@ent (No. 21) Act 1997
and shall be read together with and deemed paineaConstitution of the Cook Islands as set out in
the Second Schedule to the Cook Islands Constitilmendment Act 1965 of the Parliament of
New Zealand as amended by Acts of the Legislatissefbly and Parliament of the Cook Islands
(hereinafter referred to as "the Constitution").

2. This section validated the appointment of Exgellency Apenera Short O.B.E. for the
period 19 December 1993 to™ October 1994.
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CONSTITUTION AMENDMENT (No. 22) ACT 1997
1997 No.17

An Act to amend the Constitution

(£ July 1997)

BE IT ENACTED by the Parliament of the Cook Islands in Sessissembled, and by the
authority of the same as follows:

1. Short Title - This Act may be cited as the Constitution Arment (No.22) Act
1997 and shall be read together with and deemedobahe Constitution of the Cook Islands
(hereinafter referred to as "the Constitution").

2. This clause amended Article 70 relating to #nenue and expenditure of the Cook
Islands Government Account.
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CONSTITUTION AMENDMENT (No. 23) ACT 1999
1999 No. 4

An Act to amend the Constitution

(1% March, 1999)

BE IT ENACTED by the Parliament of the Cook Islands in Sessissembled, and by the
authority of the same as follows:

1. Short Title- This Act may be cited as the Constitution Ach@ent (No. 23) Act 1997
and shall be read together with and deemed paineaConstitution of the Cook Islands as set out in
the Second Schedule to the Cook Islands Constitilmendment Act 1965 of the Parliament of
New Zealand as amended by Acts of the Legislatissefbly and Parliament of the Cook Islands
(hereinafter referred to as "the Constitution").

2. This section amended Article 13, relatingh® membership of Cabinet

3. This section amended Article 14 relating to theation of office of members of
Cabinet

4, Notwithstanding the amendment of Article 13 big tAct, the persons holding office

as Prime Minister of the Cook Islands and MinistefsSCabinet immediately before the
commencement of this Act shall, without further aipgment, continue to hold office as
Prime Minister and Ministers (as the case may hbjest to Article 14 (as amended by this
Act) until either —
@) in the case of the Prime Minister and Ministeéhge end of the day
immediately preceding the day of the appointmentaofPrime
Minister pursuant to Article 13(2); or
(b) in the case of a Minister other than the Privhiister, the end of the
day immediately preceding the exercise by the Qsgeen
Representative of the discretion under Article }4{dt to terminate
the appointment of the Prime Minister,
whichever shall happen first, following the nexhggal election of the members of parliament after
the commencement of this Act.
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CONSTITUTION AMENDMENT (No. 24) ACT 2001
2001 No. 6

An Act to amend the Constitution

(24 July 2001)

BE IT ENACTED by the Parliament of the Cook Islands in Sessissembled, and by the
authority of the same as follows:

1. Short Title- This Act may be cited as the Constitution Ach@ent (No. 24) Act 2001
and shall be read together with and deemed paineaConstitution of the Cook Islands as set out in
the Second Schedule to the Cook Islands Constitilmendment Act 1965 of the Parliament of
New Zealand as amended by Acts of the Legislatissefbly and Parliament of the Cook Islands
(hereinafter referred to as "the Constitution").

2. This section amended Article 31, relatinghi® membership of Cabinet
3. This section amended Article 32 relating totéraure of the Speaker of Parliament.
4, This clause amended Article 33(2) relating ® Ereputy Speaker.

5. This clause amended Article 34 relating to pdoces of Parliament.

CONSTITUTION AMENDMENT (No. 25) ACT 2002
2002 No. 8

An Act to amend the Constitution

(5 November, 2002)

BE IT ENACTED by the Parliament of the Cook Islands in Sessissembled, and by the
authority of the same as follows:

1. Short Title- This Act may be cited as the Constitution Ach@ent (No. 25) Act 2002
and shall be read together with and deemed paineaConstitution of the Cook Islands as set out in
the Second Schedule to the Cook Islands Constitilmendment Act 1965 of the Parliament of
New Zealand as amended by Acts of the Legislatissefbly and Parliament of the Cook Islands
(hereinafter referred to as "the Constitution").

2. This section amended Article 8 relating t® mhembership of the House of Arikis
3. This section amended Article 28 relating to thmlification of electors for the overseas
constituency.

4. This is a transitional provision regarding themfers of the House of Arikis.
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CONSTITUTION AMENDMENT (No. 26) ACT 2003
2003 No. 15

An Act to amend the Constitution

(10 September, 2003)

BE IT ENACTED by the Parliament of the Cook Islands in Sesssseimbled, by the authority of
the same , and in accordance with Article 41(IthefConstitution of the Cook Islands, as follows:

1. Short Title- This Act may be cited as the Constitution Ach@ent (No. 26) Act 2003
and shall be read together with and deemed pdinieo€onstitution of the Cook Islands (hereinafter
referred to as "the Constitution").

This section amended Article 1 by deleting dlefinition of “To reside”.

This section amended Articles 27(2) and (3hefConstitution.

This section substituted a new Article 28, ratato the qualifications of electors.

This clause repealed Articles 28A, 28C and 28 constitution.

This is a savings provision which preserved s$leat of the member for the overseas
constituency until the expiry of the then curraarit of Parliament in June 2004).

o hrwN
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CONSTITUTION AMENDMENT (No. 27) ACT 2004
2004 No. 21

An Act to amend the Constitution and to providetfor dissolution of Parliament upon the
expiration of 4 years from the date of the lastpding general election
(21 December 2004)

BE IT ENACTED by the Parliament of the Cook Islands in Sessgseiabled, by the authority of
the same , and in accordance with Article 37(#thefConstitution of the Cook Islands, as follows:

1. Short Title- This Act may be cited as the Constitution Adiraent (No. 27) Act 2004
and shall be read together with and deemed pdahnteo€onstitution of the Cook Islands (hereinafter
referred to as "the Constitution™).

2. This section amended Article 37 by repeadingclause (5) of that Article and substituting a
new subclause (5) which reduces the term of Pagimiritom 5 years to 4.




